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Syria urges peace for security of oU 

. Salurda y for action to prevent 
MW toer ww m the Middle East disrupting oil supplies and Bettin* off a 

re ?° n '» rich inoa and gas* 03 
sepuw. He said any new war in the 
tegon cou ld lead to the burning of ml and gas wells and nn y^ a m 
euVuu^m cntalc rBns nmil a r that suffered by Kuwait in the Gulf war. MR k 
Mocssaiy to say that any war in this pan of the world wiD pose the danger 
cala&tro P hc resulting from the posabflityof 
tarnrng die and preserves," Mr. Habib sakL He sedate brad of 
contributing to volatility m the region because of “the Israeli govem- 
^ots intransigence and Continued refusal of the peace process.” Mr. 
Habi b said gas reserves discovered in Syria so far re p rese n ted a tiny 
percenta ge of the country’s potential “bccansc exptoraton work has not 
coveted more than 20 per cent of Syrian territory.” 
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Jordan to attend 
Cairo meeting 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Coimcfl 
of Ministers Saturday finalised 
Jordan’s participation in a meet- 
ing of the Arab League Council 
in Cairo beginning Jane 29, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said. The meeting wfl] the 
.introduction of Arabic as the 
official language for customs pur- 
poses in all Arab states. The 
ministers, meeting under the 
chairmanship of Prime Minister ! 
Sharif Zeid Eton Shaker, a fro 
approved the opening of a honor- 
ary consulate- of Bolivia in Jor- 
dan. 


* Israel to free Aqsa 

* attack conspirator " 

^ AMMAN (J.T.) — Shimon Bar- 
t . da, tread of the Israeli so-called 
1 “Lifta Gang,” which had con- 
- spired to blow up the mosques on 
l- Haram A1 Sharif in 1984, is to be 
released from prison shortly, af- 
ter a parole committee commuted 
Us sentence by a third for good 
behaviour, the Jerusalem Post 
-reported Friday. Barda’s group 
"had scaled the wall surrounding 
the mosque area with a ladder, 
ropes and explosive devices, but 
fled when confronted by a guard. ' 

Skilled in blast 
. outside Tripoli 

v ASSAWANI, Libya (R) — Nine 
people were killed and 143 in- 
. jpred on Saturday when a depot 
^.storing fireworks and explosives 
- New up in the countryside out- 
side tiie Libyan capital Tripoli, 
.-the official news agency JANA 
said. JANA said the blast tore 
' through the depot containing fire- 
works and explosives used for 
road bttikfing and quarrying, 21 
Irikxnetnes southwest of Tripoli, 

1 — and -flat-ambulance s - h ad -rushed ' 
casualties to hospitals. 

2kiiledin 
• 2 * Asslut shootout 

” 711 .' ASSIUT, Egypt (AP) — Two 

* Tl! Muslim militants were lolled in a 
” ; v ^ shootout with security forces at a 

" village in the southern Assim 
’ ;>.r? A Pfwnce, a police spokesman 
‘ ““1 Saturday. .The gun battle, at 

'■ VlX die vfllage of Sanabu, also left 
' -P two schoolboys wounded, said 
the spokesman.. It was tire fifth 
shootout between security forces 
and Muslim militants in so u thern 
.Egypt this month. The dashes 
grew out erf a nationwide police 
alert ordered last mouth after 
Muslim extremists shot to death 
13 Coptic Christians at the vfllage 
of Manchiet Nasser, 40 
kilometxes north of the provincial 
capital Assiut. 

c ~ Karachi clashes 
^ kill nine 

- - s KARACHI (R).j — The death toll 
has risen to nine in Karachi where 
authorities have imposed a cur- 
few after dashes between rival 
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groups of a political party repre- 
-penting Indian immigrants, doo 
■ tors said on Saturday. More than 
40 people were also wounded in 
street battles between frictions of 
the militant Mobajir National 
Movement (MQM) on Friday, 
said doctors in Karachi, Pakis- 
tan’s main port and financial cen- 
tre. Police sources said about 200 
people had been arrested and the 
army was patrolling curfew areas 
in east Karachi, a stronghold of 
.the MQM, one of the parties in 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sbarifs 
coalition government. 

it 

Japan, Gulf Arab 
states to meet on 
water 

ABU DHABI (R) — Officials 
from six Gulf Arab states and 
Japan are to hold talks in October 
on ways to improve water re- 
sources in the and desert region. 
?A Japanese diplomat said in Abu 
■Dhabi his government would pay 
costs for three officials from each 
Gulf Cooperation Council state 
to attend the talks In Tokyo, 
which will be the first of their 
Mod between Japan and its major 
oftsuppheni. Gulf states axe seek- 
ing ways to exploit their meagre 
waterresources and diversify sup- 
plies from desalination plants, 
which provide 70 per cent of then 
water needs but were in danger of 
.being shut by- ofl spilled during 
th$ 1991 Gulf war oil sjjffl. Two 
co mpan ies' winch have 
investments ia the Gulf are- to' 
Participate 


Palestinians continue talks, 
say U.S. concern over 
PLO contacts addressed 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter with agency 


AMMAN — Palestinian nego- 
tiators Saturday continued discis- 
sions on tire Middle East peace 
process with little outward sign of 
worries over a furore in Israel 
over Thursday’s publicised meet- 
ing between the Pales tinian nego- 
tiators and Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Ouiirman 
Yasser Arafat and other PLO 
leaders. 

Palestinian spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi, one of the 
Palestinians who Israel says will 
be arrested upon their return to 
tire occupied territories, was 
quoted as saying that she discus- 
red the controv er sy with the 
American ambassador to Jordan, 
Roger Harrison, in a meeting 
Friday night. 

Dining the talks, Mr. Harrison 
relayed Washington’s “concerns 


and we explained the Palestinian 
position” regarding the public 
contacts between the delegates 
and the PLO, contacts with which 
are banned and punishable under 
Israeli law. Dr. Ashrawi was 
quoted as saying by the Associ- 
ated Press. 

The Palestinians say that the 
law does not apply them since 
they are not Israeli citizens. In 
any event. Dr. Ashrawi said Fri- 
day, the Israeli leadership would 
be better off focusing on more 
important issues related to. the 
peace process than trying to pun- 
ish the Palestinian negotiators. 

Dr. Ashrawi described her 
talks with Ambassador Harrison 
as “extremely frank and friend- 
ly,” and -said: “I think that we 
resolved the issue... of the public 
meetings with the Palestinian 
■ leadership and the president (of 
Palestine, Mr. Arafat),” tire AP 


reported. 

SbesaM 


i said she thought the Amer- 
ican position was “quite res- 


trained. quite reasonable pnd 
well thought out” 

“They relayed to us their con- 
cerns and we explained our poift 
of view — that we don’t think this 
(meeting) was a provocation on 
our part and we think tins sup- 
ports the peace process,” Dr. 
Ashrawi was quoted as saying by 
Reuters. 

Nabil Sba’ath, a senior political J 
advisor to Mr. Arafat, said tire 
U.S. insistence on excluding the 
FLO from negotiating session 
ignored reality and the, meeting 
did not violate the spirit of the 
peace process. 

“The PLO is the legitimate 
leadership of the Palestinian peo- 
ple and nothing happens at the 
negotiating table or any other 
table without that legitimacy,” 
Mr. Sha'ath told reporters. 

“I thmk that the PLO has 
proven to the United States and 
everyone else its responsibility, 

(Continued on page 5) 


Azaideh, prominent 
Islamist, dies at 44 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ahmad 
Qtaish A1 Azaideh, rare of the 
most promin ent leaders of the 
Muslim Brotherhood move- 
mete and memberof tire Low- - 
a- House of PariiamenVpassed 
away Saturday after a pro- 
longed battle with cancer. He 
was 44. 

Mr. Azaideh, who has served as 
•spokesperson for the Muslim 
Brotherhood’s 23 deputies, was 
one of the senior leaden of the 
movement, which is die largest and 

best organised political party in the 

country. He was well-known for 
his good con t ac t s with other poe- 
tical groups and for his active 
efforts as head of the Public Free- 
doms Committee of die Lower 
House. 

Despite the strains of his illness, 
Mr. Azaideh continued to act as a 
representative of the moderate 
.forces among die movement’s 
ranks and maintained good con- 
. tacts with colleagues in the House 
and the press. The highest public 
rank assigned to him was secretary 
general of the newly-founded Isla- 
mic Action Front which he -held 
'until illness prevented lam from 
carrying on. 

Mr. Azaideh was born in Mada- 
ba in 1948 and was married with 
eight chil dren (five boys and dune 


b). Hie graduated from *Ein 
U niv e r s i ty in Cairo with a 
bachelor’s degree in civil engineer- 
ing. He was elected mayor of 
Mreaba-ia-1981-and served in -that 
post until 1989 when he won a seat 
at the Lower House. 

He joined the Muslim Brother- 
hood movement whDe still in 
secondary school and progressed 
through ns ranks to become one of 
its most senior leaden. 

Mr. Azaideh was well-respected 
among the different political 
groups for Ins active i n v ol ve ment 
in promoting tolerance and politic- 
al pluralism and for his contribu- 
tion to the work of the General 
Coumrissioa on the National Char- 
ter, of which he was a member. 

In a statement by the Brother- 
hood, Mr. Azaidefa was lauded as 
“a thinker, leader, educator, 
speaker, worrier and worker for 
the canse of bidding the move- 
• ment and until it became one of the 
. main pObu* of the Jordaman socie- 
ty.” 

In another statement, Hamas, 
an offshoot of the Muslim Brother- 
hood hi die Israeli occupied Arab 
te r ritories, said Mr. Azaideh was 
known for “lus kind spirit, high 
manners ... and sofid faith." 

He was not dete r red by sickness 
from working for Islamic causes, it 
said. 



Ahmad A1 Azaideh (1948-1992) 

The speaker and members of the 
Lower House of Parliament also 
issued a statement announcing Mr. 
Azudeh’s death. The statement 
described Mr. Azaidefa’s contribu- 
tions as an example to be followed. 
“His life was a continued straggle 
and be was an example in Sals 
manners, awarences and Arab and 
Mimi c allegiance." 

Mr. Azaidefa will be bid to rest 
today in his birthplace, in Madaba, 
after the noon prayers. The funeral 
will leave the Islamic 
I, where be -died, at 130 

p.m. 


House meets today with heavy agenda 


By Mariam M- Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Today’s opening 
of tire extraordinary session Of 
Parliament is expected to usher 
in a summer of long legislative 
discourse on the make-up of’ 
tire democratic infrastructure 
of Jordan. 

Finalised and approved ver- 
sions of draft laws on political 
parties and press and publica- 
tions are at the top of the 
agenda of the Lower House of 
PariiamenL 

Substantiate discussions on 
tire political parties law are not 
expected to begin until next 
Wednesday. Sunday’s official 
agenda is mainly a reading of 
the various draft laws and' 
proposed amendments to ex- 
isting Laws which the House 
will tackle in the extraordinary 
session. 

Some observers inside and 
outside Parliament feel that 


tire agenda is far too large and 
believe that no comprehensive 
analyses of the amendments 
could be made during the two- 
month session. 

“We win need two months 
(of debate) for the draft laws 
on political parties and press 

and publications. We cannot 
possibly look at 60 laws,” said 
Amman Deputy Fakbri 
Kawar. 

House Speaker Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat told the Jordan 
Times that the House “will do 
its best to get through the 


Observers believe that it is 
an impossible task for the de- 
puties to pass 60 amendments 
to some major and important 
legislation in two months and 
ensure that no seriousness is 
.lost in the process. 

“It is as if the wording of the 
Lower House agenda is to be 
taken literally — *we ask you 
to implement’ — and the 
House is just expected to pass 


.the amendments and laws,” 
said a veteran observer of the 
Jordanian parliamentary 
scene. 

The task before the House 
inculdes debating economy re- 
lated laws such as an economic 
crimes law, amendments to the 
labour law, illegal earnings 
law, customs law, licences law 
and the law which regulates the 
workings of the Audit Bureau. 

Proposed amendments to 
the social security law, tire civil 
status law and the universities 
law are also on the agenda. 

Discussions are expected to 
begin Wednesday on the draft 
law on political parties as it was 
submitted to the House and a 
modified version of the draft 
incorporating amendments 
suggested by the Law Commit- 
tee of the House. 

While most of the 'five par- 
liamentary blocs have not 
taken an official stance on the 
two versions, the Muslim 
Brotherhood Bloc has indi- 


cated that the government’s 
version is not to its liking. The 
National Bloc has indicated 
that if prefers the govern- 
ment’s draft to that proposed 
by the House’s Law Commit- 
tee. 

“The government’s draft of 
the law is similar to the politic- 
al parties law in Egypt which 
excludes religious parties from 
being counted as political par- 
ties,” said the Muslim Brother- 
hood’s overall spokesman in 
Jordan Ziad Abu Ghanimeh. 
“The draft law prepared by the 
Law Committee, however, is 
in principle much more accept- 
able to us," Mr. Abu Gha- 
nimeh said of the Law Com- 
mittee’s suggestions, which 
would allow for the legalisation 
of religious parties. 

The Brotherhood and the 
independent Islamist bloc 
together hold 30 seats in 80- 
seat House. There are at least 

(Continued on page 5) 


Kuwait jails 
4 Jordanian 
journalists 

KUWAir (AP) — The state 
security court on Saturday sent- 
enced four Jordanians to 10 years 
in jail each for working at an 
Iraqi-run newspaper during the 
occupation. 

Hassan A1 Khalfli, 57, Dawood 
Mouse, 42, Mohammad Zahran, 
20, and Nawaf A1 Khatib, 34. did 
not react when Judge Salah A1 
Fahad handed down tire sent- 
ences. 

In June of Jast year, a martial 
law court erupted in pandemo- 
nium when civilian and nub foxy 
judges condemned six others who 
worked at the same paper, A1 
Nida, to death. Ten others were 
sent to jail for 10 years and eight 
defendants were acquitted. 

The martial law bearings, 
which were held after Kuwait’s 
liberation by U.S.-led coalition 
forces in February 1991, were 
sharply criticised by international 
human rights groups and Kuwaiti 
defence attorneys for the lack of* 
evidence presented in court. 

The trials were suspended 
when martial law was lifted on 
June 26 last year. Twenty-nine 
death sentences have since been 
commuted to life imprisonment 
by tire crown prince. Sheikh Saad 
AJ abdullah A1 Sabah. 

Lawyers, say state security 
court judges who started review- 
ing cases of more than 100 alleged 
collaborators in April are giving 
them more time to prepare their 
defences and civil witnesses. 

(Cotehmed on page 5) 


Iraq-U.N. oil talks ‘good’ — Picco 


VIENNA (Agencies) — Talks 
between Iraqi and United Na- 
tions officials on the possible 
resumption of Iraqi oil sales 
broke up on Saturday and will 
resume on Sunday, chief U.N. 
negotiator Giandomenico Picco 
told reporters. 

“They were good talks,” Mr. 
Picco raid after a second round of 
disenssfons held at U.N. offices 
here. 

Talks are scheduled to last 
throughout the weekend and 
possibly into Monday but Mr. 
Picco said be hoped to be able to 
make a further announcement on 


•Sunday evening. 

Under discussion is a U.N. 
plan which would allow Iraq to 
sell some 51.6 billion of oil over a 
six-month period under strict 
U.N. monitoring. 

The proceeds from the oil sales 
would be used for paying war 
reparations and U.N. costs and to 
finance humanitarian relief 
efforts in Iraq. 

Iraq has so far rejected the 
terms of the Security Council 
plan as a violation of its 
sovereignty, and two previous 
rounds of talks have ended with- 
out agreement. 


Iraqi delegate Abdul Amir AJ 
Anbari has cautioned against ex- 
pectations that this week's Vien- 
na meeting would resolve differ- 
ences that the two previous meet- 
ings had failed to surmount. 

Any decisions would have to be 
approved by senior U.N. and 
Iraqi officials in New York and 
Baghdad, said Mr. Anbari, be- 
fore meeting Mr. Picco Saturday. 

Iraq insists that U.N. monitor- 
ing of its exports of crude over a 
six-month- period with limitations 
on using profits impinges on its 
sovereignty. 


Iran urges release of Israel- held hostages 


CRANS MONTANA, Switzer- 
land (R) — Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati cal- 
led Saturday for the early tetease 
of hostages held in Israel to dear 
the way for a better international 
climate. 

Mr. Velayati, speaking to re- 
po rtere at an international forum 
in tins Swiss mountain resort, was 
making the first high-level com- 
ment from a Tehran -official since 
two German aid workers, the last 
Western hostages held in Leba- 
non, were fre«J this week. 

“We are very happy to see 
some of the hostages have been 
released. It is our hope that other 
hostages will now be released 
soon/’ be told a news conference. 

“There are some Iranian hos- 
tages and some Lebanese hos- 
tages. Maybe the Iranian hos- 
tages in Lebanon have been de- 
ported to Israel. Some Lebanese 
hostages are now in Israel,” Mr. 


Velayati said. 

“Of course, the release of hos- 
tages wiU prepare the ground for 
better relations among the' na- 
tions.” 

Mr. Velayati gave no details 
about Iranian and Lebanese hos- 
tages but pro-Iranian groups say 
Israel has seized many of its 
activists in the “security zone” it 
controls in South Lebanon. 

Mr. Velayati denied Israeli 
allegations that Iran is trying to 
build a nuclear bomb by foe end 
of foe century. 

“We categorically deny” the 
allegations, Mr. Velayati told re- 
porters at a meeting of interna- 
.tional leaders organised by the 
private firm Forum Foundation.. 

Iran is open to international 
inspection of its nuclear facilities, 
and foe International' Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) recently 
confirmed that Iran neither has 
nuclear weapons nor does it have 


facilities to make them, be said. 

“There is no doubt that we are 
.loyal to foe international laws in 
this connection,” Mr. Velayati 
said. 

Israel should open its own nuc- 
lear facilities to IAEA inspection, 
he said. 

Mr. Velayati, who told the 
conference on disarmament in 
Geneva this week that it was 
well-known that Israel already 
has a nuclear arsenal, said the 
Jewish state's refusal to sign the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
was a serious problem for the 
Middle East. 

Israel should also renounce 
chemical and biological weapons, 
he said. 

“We can then move towards a 
.Middle East free of all weapons 
of mass destruction,” Mr. 
Velayati said, and he recalled the 
Iranian initiative for an end to 
nuclear weapons everywhere.' 


‘Super-C’ wave in Middle East worries 
Washington amid anti-Saddam campaign 


. By P.V. Vfrekjuaand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Against the 
backdrop of reports of a 
covert American-led dump- - 
ing of counterfeit Iraqi dinars 
to undermine the Iraqi eco- 
nomy, a new wave of forged 
American dollars has hit the 
local and regional markets, 
raising deep concern in 
Washington if only became 
of the high quality of the 
forgery, according to in- 
formed sources. 

Amman dealers -who have 
come across the aptly named 
“Super-C.’ bills — the latest 
addition to the abundant 
supply of counterfeit green- 
back in the international mar- 
ket — say that the new dud 
notes of $100 denomination 
are “almost near perfect” 
and wfll not only pass muster 
but also anything short erf 
expert inspection by special- 


“The paper and ink appear 
to be the same,” said one 
source. “Hie artist, whoever 
it is, has shaken the belief 
that many features of the 
$100 bills are beyond immita- 
tion,” the source added, 
"there appears to be only 
one or two flaws in the new. 
batch and these could be 


detected only by foe best of 
experts in the .field.” 

Most dealers say if foe 
quality of paper and ink is foe 
same as the original, then the 
water mark and semi-metallic 
band would offer the best 
dues to detect forgeries. 

The lettering on the re- 1 
verse side of $100 bflls, parti- 
cularly the “t" and “o” in 
“Tlie United States of Amer- 
ica,” is said to be the major 
flaws in the “Super-C" notes. 

In any event, almost all 
dealers and banks routinely 
pot their own tiny robber 
stamps or initials on all. 
genuine notes that they cotne 
across. For many dealers 
these stamps axe the proof of 
gentMEtey. 

By all counts, it is the high 
quality and not necessarily 
foe volume of “Snpei^C” 
circulated in the Middle East- 
ern market that is worrying 
the U.S. monetary author- 
ities. A Cyprus-based Secret 
Service agent visited Amman 
recently mid briefed business- 
men representing American 
interests in Jordan on the 
subject The agent, whose 
name was not immediately 
I available, also held talks with 
Central Bank of Jordan 
ifCBJ) officials, sources said 
((The Secret Service, in addi- 


tion to offering personal pro- 
tection to the American pres- 
ident, is in charge of the 
battle against counterfeit' 
U.S. c urr ency. In fact, h was 
(me of the major tasks of the 
Secret Service when it was 
.constituted about 100 years 
ago). 

Afl banks and other points 
that deal in foreign bank- 
notes in Jordan have been 
alerted against the “Snper- 
C" wave. No comment was 
immediately available .from 
the police department- 
whether any breakthrough 
ha* been made in investiga- 
tions. 

- Jordan faced a huge influx 
of counterfeit currency — in- 
cluding American, British, 
Goman and Saudi — in 1989 
and 1990 police officiate have 
said that the situation was 
brought more or less under 
control with the arrest and 
conviction of dozens of indi- 
viduals and the busting of 
several gangs. 

Banking circles outrighdy 
reject suggestions .that Iraq, 
.which is battling the massive 
dumping of forged Iraqi di- 
nars m the Iraqi market from 
several sources, could be be- 
hind the new (fad notes in a 
bid to frit back at the U.S., 
which is said to be leading the 


effort to oust the Iraqi gov- 
ernment of Presidete Saddam 
Hussein through economic 
and political subversion after 
having failed to dislodge tire 
regime in war last year. 

“How could anyone sus- 
pect the Iraqis, wbo could not 
produce their own notes with 
any degree of quality?” com- 
mented one banker referring 
to the officially-issued, 
“photocopied" Iraqi dinars, 
appearing in tbe market after 
Baghdad failed to persuade 
Britain to band over printed 
Iraqi currency, ordered prior 
to tbe Golf crisis. 

Tire source of the new 
forged dollars, many experts 
ray, could be either Iran or 
Israel if not Thailand, which 
is notorious for its counterfeit 

artists, whether in banknotes, 

travellers cheques or U.S. 
government brads. , 
“Iranians and Israelis have 
a record of producing high- 
quality forgeries,” noted one 
dealer. “The Iranian govem- 
; ment itself acknowledged the 
high quality of foe Iranian 
when it reported 
' arrest of a well-organised 
counterfeiting group two 
years agp, wide it is known 
.that an Israeli ring operated 

(Continued or page 5) 





‘Private’ identifying marks — small strops, coded nmlxn and initials as noticeable here 
by dealers to it fc tfapiMi American banknotes that change kw* ttwgfc them. 


— are -wittofy nsed 




Middle East N ews 


Iraq continuing to stall on 
nuclear data — IAEA 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, 



VIENNA (Agencies) — Iraq 
continues to stall on im- 
plementing U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolutions and has been 
cheating on nuclear material pro- 
duction data, the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
said Friday. 

IAEA Director General Hans 
Blix told a closed-door meeting of 
the board of governors and jour- 
nalists afterwards that the agency 
■ still lacks requests information on 
foreigners who supplied parts and 
advice for the Iraqi centrifuge 
enrichment programme. 

The progamme was designed to 
manufacture enriched uranium, 
apparently for nuclear bombs. 

But Mr. Bhx did say that Iraq 
continues to provide support in 
the form of equipment, materials 
and manpower to fulfill security 
council resolutions to destroy its 
midear facilities. 

Despite a previous pledge, he 
said, Iraq had baulked at provid- 
ing procurement data during the 
viat of the 12th IAEA team to 
Iraq May 26-Jone 4. 

Mr. Blix said it was dear ‘that 
the political decision not to di- 
vulge information of this nature is 
still in force. 

“According to their officials, 
this position is based on ‘moral 
grounds which Iraq is not pre- 
pared to abandon’ and the ‘prin- 
ciple of respect for ethics, rales 
and norms of international trade 
dealings amongst various par-, 
ties.”’ 

Mr. Blix announced the IAEA 
would continue to seek informa- 
tion through other channels re- 
garding suppliers to Iraq of 
maraging steel, carbon fiber rotor 
tabes and technical advice for 
their centrifuge programme. 

“But this approach will take 
time,” he added. 

The last IAEA team also 
noticed “a perceptible stiffening 
in the Iraqi attitude towards 
working with the inspection 
team. 

“There were numerous inst- 
ances involving attempts, subse- 
quently relinquished, to prohibit 
or limit the taking of photographs 
and the placing of seals,” Mr. 
Blix reported. 

“Transportation was often 
slow, meetings were delayed, 
sometimes, cancelled, resche- 
duled, and then delayed again.” 

The Iraqi explanation was that 
they were not being rewarded for 
their “high level of cooperat i on” 
since stiff U.N. sanctions were 
still in force. 

Mr. BKx also said that Iraq had 
“understated” the amounts of 
material not under IAEA control 
in a “safeguarded” or controlled 
fuel fabrication facility. 


The Iraqis had said they bad 
manufactured a toted of some 19 
kilogrammes of “nusafeguarded” 
natural uranium dioxide pellets in 
five fuel assemblies. 

But during their 12tfa mission, 
IAEA inspectors found that an 
additional 26 kilogrammes of 
such pellets and 14 kilogrammes 
of pellets in fresh fuel rods had 
been fabricated in that facility. 

Iraq mocks U.S. plans 

Iraq has said that U.S. plans to 
tighten the blockade on Baghdad 
reflected despair in Washington 
with attempts to overthrow Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

A1 Thawra, the newspaper of 
the ruling Baath Party, said: 
“The rallying of the nation be- 
hind die leadership of President 
Saddam Hussein will keep haunt- 
ing the criminal Bush by remind- 
ing him of the failure of his 
aggressive, nati-Iraq policies. 

“Now it (the United States) is 
trying to break Iraq’s national 
will and force It to deviate from 
its principles.” 

The United Nations imposed 
the sanctions in reaction to the. 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in Au- 
gust 1990. U.S. officials have said 
they should stay as long as Presi- 
dent Saddam is in power. 

A1 Thawra was reacting to re- 
ports that the United States and 
some of its allies are considering a 
plan under which the United Na- 
tions might send inspectors to 
Jordan to tighten the U.N. trade 
embargo against Iraq. 

“This dirty American plan 
illustrates bow far the criminal 
(U.S. President George) Bosh is 
ready to go in his consp ir acies 
against Iraq,” it said. 

U.S. intelligence reports say 
President Saddam is now stronger 
than a year ago despite economic 
sanctions and diplomatic isola- 
tion. 

The reports, published by the 
official press on Thursday, have 
been received with glee in Bagh- 
dad. ' 

The New York Times said on 
Tuesday that one alleged factor 
that has improved President Sad- 
dam’s position was the wide- 
spread smuggling of construction 
materials, electrical equipment, 
spare parts and luxury goods to 
Iraq tram Jordan in violation of I 
U.N. sanctions. 

A1 Thawra said Jordan has 
turned down the U.S. plan and 
the Iraqi people were dete r m i ned 
to persevere against sanctions re- 
gardless of the sacrifices. 

President Saddam told his peo- 
ple on Tuesday be was confident 
they could withstand greater 
hardships than those caused by 
the Gulf war and the sanctions. 


Recall of U.N. envoy I Shamir shares secret 
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no surprise in Kabul 


information with Rabin 


U.S. congressman on Demjanjuk 
case: ‘I was just doing my job* 


CLEVELAND (AP) — Three 
years ago, U.S. Representative 
James Traficant ignored political 
advice by taking up the cause of 
the man convicted as the Nazi 
guard "Ivan the terrible." 

Now, his persistent claims that 
John Demjanjuk might not be 
“Ivan” have been bolstered by 
recent developments m the case. 

Mr. Demjanjuk, a 72-year-old 
retired auto worker from Sub- 
urban Cleveland, is appealing bis 
death sentence before the Israeli 
supreme court. The Ukrainian- 
born Demjanjuk says be was a 
victim of mistaken identity. 

Israeli prosecutors this month 
conceded there might be some 
doubt about the identity of 
“Ivan.” A U.S. appeals court 
initiated a review of its 1986 
extradition order against him, 
and the Justice Department said 
it uncovered documents it had. 
since 1978 that might prove Dem- 
janjuk was not “Ivan.” 

In those reports, two other 
guards at the Treblinka camp, 
where about 850,000 people were 
killed in. 1942-43, said during 
interrogation that another man, 
not Demjanjuk, operated the gas 
chamber. 

Mr. Traficant, a four-term 


KABUL (R) — The recall of 
U.N. special envoy for Afghanis- 
tan Benon Sevan on Friday was 
inevitable once his efforts to 
broker a peaceful transfer of 
power from tbe Najibullah gov- 
ernment to rebel Afghan forces 
failed, according to diplomats 
and analysts. 

“Nobody acquainted with 
Afghanistan and recent develop- 
ments here can be surprised by 
Sevan’s recall,” said one Euro- 
pean diplomat who asked not to 
be named. 

Tbe diplomat said Mr. Sevan 
had arranged for former Presi- 
dent Najibullah to resign, but the 
country was now “on toe verge of 
another dvfl war.” 

Mr. Sevan, an Armenian Cyp- 
riot, spent three years trying to 
bring Afghanistan’s 14-year con- 
flict, which claimed more than a 
million lives, to an end. 

As Afghan guerrilla forces 
dosed in cm Kabul, he persuaded 
Mr. Najibullah to resign and 
hand power to a 15-man council, 
bat tbe deal fell apart in the early 
hoars of April lo. 

A last-minute betrayal from 
within Mr. NajibuHah’s own gov- 
ernment prevented the president 
from flying out of Kabul airport. 
He was forced to take refuge in a 
U.N. compound in tbe city cen- 
tre, where he remains in binding 
two months later. 

The 15-man council was never 
formed, and the transition de- 
teriorated into chaos as rival 
guerrilla groups took the dty and 
began fighting among them- 
selves. 

An uneasy peace hangs over 
Kabul today, but toe question of 
how to mould a national govern- 
ment oat of guerrilla factions 
divided by religion, ethnicity, lan- 
guage and party politics remains 
unresolved. 

Mr. Sevan criticised the slow 
international response to a recent 
U.N.* appeal fix' S178 million in 
donations for refugee repatria- 
tion and reconstruction in Afgha- 


nistan. 

That complaint may have sea- 
led the special envoy’s fate- He 
was recalled shortly afterwards 
while preparing to fljr from Pakis- 
tan to Kabul on Friday. 

But Western diplomats at U.N. 
headquarters in New York said 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
was pleased with Mr. Sevan’s 
work in Afghanistan and he 
would probably be promoted. 

A U.N. spokesman said his 
replacement would be Sotirios 
Monsoons, an assistant secretary- 
general for political affairs. 

The change could accompany a 
radical res tru c tur ing of the entire 
U.N. programme for Afghanis- 
tan, which has been based princi- 
pally in Pakistan where most of 
toe five million Afghan refugees 
are located. 

With tens of thousands of re- 
fugees retaining to Afghanistan, 
diplomatic sources in Kabul say 
the U.N.’s operational base must 
shift to the Afghan capital. 

The question being asked hoe 
is whether Mr. Sevan’s recall 
marks an eventual downgrading 
of Afghanistan on the interna- 
tional agenda. 

Tbe United States and tbe for- 
mer Soviet Union fought a proxy 
war in Af ghanis tan for a decade, 
but the collapse of tbe Soviet 
e mpire and rapprochement be- 
tween Moscow and Washington 
have reduced the country’s global 
strategic significance. 

The danger is that individual 
Afghan guerrilla parties, backed 
by regional powers Pakistan, 
Saudi Arabia and Iran, may fin 
the vacuum left by Mr. Sevan’s 
abortive peace plan and catapult 
toe country into a second civil 
war. 

One man who cannot have 
welcomed the news of Mr. 
Sevan’s recall is Mr. Najibullah. 

“Najibollah’s situation most 
f worsen,” said a diplomat. “Now 
there is no one here who has 
made a commitment to save 
him.” 


Iran Mujahedeen report 
riots in Tehran suburbs 


Ohio Democrat, said he became 
convinced Demjanjuk was not 
“Ivan” when shown U.S. govern- 
ment documents that Demjanjuk 
supporters found in' trash in 
Washington. They called into 
question tbe testimony of a wit- 
ness against Demjanjuk at his 
extradition bearing. 

Mr. Traficant used forums such 
as television shows to defend 
Demjanjuk, getting plenty of cri- 
ticism in tbe process. 

“I felt abused and accused,” 
Mr. Traficant said. “Tbe next 
person Chat accuses me of being, 
an anti-Semite, I'm going to 
punch their ... lights out.” 

Mr. Traficant represents tbe 
Youngstown area, 120 kilometres 
southeast of Cleveland, but Dem- 
janjuk’s family went to him partly 
because they said they got no 
help from their own congress- 
man. 

Herb Asher, a political science 
professor at Ohio State Universi- 
ty. said Mr. Traficant’s involve- 
ment was unusual because of the 
case's sensitivity. 

“Often on issues or individuals 
that are very controversial, mem- 
bers of congress will shy away,” 
Mr. Asher said. 


NICOSIA (R) — An Iraq-based 
Iranian opposition group said 
Saturday that violent dashes had 
taken place between Revolution- 
ary Guards and protesters in 
Tehran’s southern suburbs. 

In a comm unique sent to Reu- 
ters, toe Mujahedeen-e-Khalq 
said several guardsmen and de- 
monstrators were wounded when 
security forces moved in to halt 
protests in the southern Tehran 
districts of Islamshahr, Shatereh 
and GoWasceh township. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of the Mujahedeen re- 
port. 

Tbe Mujahedeen said people 
were chanting “down with (ba- 
nian President Akbar Hasheml) 
Rafeanjani,” “Down with Sup- 
reme leader AJi) Khamenei.” It 
sai** tbe muest took place “in 
recent days.” 

Another anti-govennnent de- 
monstration took place in the 
town of Damavan, east of 
Tehran, on Jane 18, toe exiled 
opposition group said. 


Iran paper says U.S. 
ties still a way off 


TEHRAN (R) — A Tehran 
newspaper has said that as long as 
the U.S. labelled Iran a terrorist, 
state, events like releasing the 
last Western hostages would not 
normalise ties. 

Abrar was tbe only Tehran 
daily commenting on U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bosh’s remarks that 
the release on Wed n esday of two 
Gorman aid workers held by pro- 
Iranian kidnappers removed a 
key obstacle to better Iran-U.S. 
relations. 

“Bash’s remarks show that 


PRIME Minister Shamir has 
shared secret government nego- 
tiating documents on the peace 
process with Labour leader Yit- 
zhak Rabin and allowed Israel’s 
chief negotiator to brief Rabin on 
progress after each round of talks 
in Washington, Tbe Jerusalem 
Post has learned. 

Elyakim Rubinstein, chief 
Israeli negotiator on Palestinians 
and one of Shamir’s most trusted 
aides, briefed Rabin after each of 
toe last several rounds of talks in 
Washington, showing him all the 
negotiating documents tied to the 
peace process. 

This was confirmed -last night 
by Rabin spokesman Gad Ben- 
Ari after. a senior Israeli official 
disclosed this to die Post. 

This quiet cooperation be- 
tween Shamir and Rabin is a 
departure from the past, when 
toe prime minister 1 refused to 
brief Rabin’s predecessor as 
opposition leader, Shimon Peres. 
Even dining the Gulf war, Sha-* 
nm refused to brief Peres because 
of Utter enmity between the two. 
Rabin became bead of tbe 
Labour opposition last February. 

After checking with Rabin, 
Ben- Ari verified that Rabin has 
indeed seen tbe papers, but had 
not told pven his own dosest 
aides or party members about 
them, having pledged to Shamir 
not to do so. 

“Shamir’s condition was that it 
be kept secret,” said Ben- Ari. 


“Shamir said Rabin would be 
allowed to see all toe documents 
on a ‘personal basis’,” in other 
words, not in his capacity as head 
of the opposition. 

Ben- Ari said the arrangement 
began after Rabin asked Shamir 
to be kept informed about peace 
negotiations when toe premier 
impeared earlier ton year before 
the Knesset Foreign Affaire and 
Defence Committee. Shamir con- 
sidered the proposal, then con- 
sented so long as Rabin would 
keep the arrangement secret,' 
Ben-Ari said. 

Rabin has pnbSdy blasted toe 
peace process led by Shamir as a 
waste of time without a “ mflti- 
meter” of prog res s. He has also 
criticized die current government 
for meeting with Arab interlocu- 
tors for only a few days a month. 
Rabin has said wbat is needed is 
not a “peace process but a peace- - 
making' process that meets on a 
continuous basis.” 

Tbe fact that Shamir wants to 
keep Rabin up to date reinforces 
the general impression that tbe 
two main tain a high level of trust 
on a very sensitive issue, as they 
tod dnring the unity government 
between 1984-1990. 

While neither the Likud nor 
Labour find it in their electoral 
interest to declare s upport for a 
unity government on toe eve of 
an election, neither have tilled 
out soefa option, other — 7be 
Jerusalem Post 


Iraqi dissidents elect 
body to lead campaign 


Last weekend, the Mujahe- 
deen reported serious unrest in 
Bnkan, six days before the first 
word of the riots, in toe western 
Iranian town appeared in the 
I ranian press. 

IranY“SaIam newspaper re- 
ported toe Bnkan unrest last 
Thursday in a commentary criti- 
cising the government media for 
keeping people in the dark about 
recent violent demonstrations in 
several Iranian cities. 

The worst Iranian riots in tbe 
past decade rocked the northeast- 
ern city of Mashhad on May 30. 
The southern dty of Shiraz and 
Arak in tbe west hit by riots in 
April and May. 

Revolutionary Coarts executed 
four men in Mashhad and four in 
Shiraz for rioting. 

In Saturday’s statement, the 
Mujahedeen said a key Revolu- 
tion ary Guards unit, the 27th 
Mohammad Rassolallah Divi- 
sion, had been moved to Tehran 
from western Iran in case of more 
unrest in die capital. 


they urgently need relations (with 
Iran),” said Abrar, whose views 
do not always reflect the Iranian 
go v e rnm ent’s policy. 

Mr. Bush, in a Cable News 
Network interview on Monday, 
said the German hostages’ re- 
lease “would remove an enor- 
mous impediment to better retit. 
tions with Iran.” 

“We still have some other 
problems with Iran, as you know. 
But I will be watching this very 
carefully,” be said. 


VIENNA (R) — Iraqi opposi ti on 
activists elected an assembly on 
Friday to coordinate efforts to 
topple President Saddam Hussein 
— despite criticism from other 
anti-Baghdad groups. 

A four-day conf er ence on more 
than 200 activists in Vienna 
elected the 68-member body to 
coordinate opposition to Presi- 
dent Saddam and adopted a 
series of proposals on bow Iraq 
should be ran after his fall. 

fThis is a turning point because 
it is the first time Iraqis are 
operating in the open without any 
guardianship, influence or con- 
trol, 1 ’ conference spokesman 
Laith Kubba told journalists. 

Groups from a major opposi- 
tion alliance, tbe Tehran-based 
Supreme Council of tbe Jslai mc 
Revolution in Iraq (SOW), 
stayed away from toe Vienna 
talks, saying they lacked -jangy 
and were poorly prepared. 

Organisers said the assembly 
was still open to SdRI members 
should they decided to participate 
later. But even without them, 
they said, tbe talks achieved un- 
precedented unity amongst 
groups divided by religions and 
ethnic di ffere n ces. 

More than 60 Iraqi groups seek 
President Saddam’s tall, but there 
has been little coordination 
among them, with Kurds, Sunnis, 
Shiite’s and Christians all jostling 
for position. 

Mr. Kubba said the assemly 
included re pres en tatives of ail 
Iraq’s diverse religions and ethnic 
groups, according to Iraq’s de- 
mographic make-up. 

He added that the talks had 
also provided tbe opposition with 
their first forum for discussion 
outride toe infincnce of neigh- 
bouring Santo Arabia, Syria and 
Iran, which have their own ideas 
on stoat sort of regime should 
replace President Saddam. 

“ft wasn’t smooth in terms of 
having full unity — but we're in a 
real worid and I drink for tire first 
time Iraqis have something real 
to work cm,” Mr. Kubba said. * 

The conference also adopted a 
series of resolutions on human 
rights, economic recovery, and 
constitutional reform for Iraq. 

These included s te pping up 
pressure to bring President Sad- 
dam to trial, appealing, for a 
release of part of Iraq’s frozen 
assets for humanitarian aid, and 
requesting a reduction in Iraq’s 


SnanqgLliabflity for the Golf and 
Iran-Jraq-wars. .,.. . 

“The- Iraqi people capnot be 
held fifty responsible fortbe- ac- 
tions of the government of Sad- 
dam Hussein,” Mr. Kubba said. 

Conference sources said a ma- 
jor issue at the talks was the 
status of Kurdistan in a post- 
Saddam Iraq and that wrangling 
over the wording of a definition 
of the Kurds’ position continued 
into the early hours. 

> Kurdish guerrillas, helped by 
festem forces, have regained 
control over most of Northern 
Iraq since tbe collapse of their 
rebellion after the Gulf war last 
year. 

By controlling territory and 
organising free elections as the 
basis for self-government in the 
north, they have made them- 
selves the most successful of Pres- 
ident Saddam’s opponents. 

Knrdish leaders have said tire 
extent of coo p e ra tion with other 
opposition groups depended on 
dear assurances that they would 
have a right to self- 
determination. 

Mr. Kubba said the final text 
agreed at the conference gave 
Kurds” tbe right of self deter- 
mination, short of secession and 
within the one Iraqi homeland." 

Kurdish leaders said tbe word- 
ing was “workable compromise” 
but tbe opposition conference 
could only be termed a true suc- 
cess once it got its message across 
inside Iraq. 

“I wouldn’t call this conference 
a turning point but an important 
step fo r w a r d for the opposition," 
Kurdish Democratic Party repre- 
sentative Hoshyar Zebari told 
Reuters. 



occasion of the "Eid A1 Adha last week and the Bd A1 GM &, 
celebrated bv Shiites as the day the Prophet Moham mad nam ed la 
cousin AH as his successor, which was marked Saturday, 

Lubavitcli rabbi doing wall after surgery 

. NEW YORK (AP) — Rabbi Menacbem Sduweracm, toe 
90-year-tod spiritual leader of tbe Lnbavftch sect of Hasi dic J ews, 
was in stable condition in a hospital intensive erne unit after ho 
se v erely infected pH bladder was removed, a hospital spokes- 
woman said. Mount Sinai hospital’s chief surgeon, Arthur Aubo, 
said be brought Rabbi Schneerson to the operating room qm ckty 
for emergency surg ery Thursday morning when tests indicated that 
the bladder was gangrenous. The Lubavitchers, one of several 
sects of tbe ultra-orthodox Hasidic movement in Judaism, claim a 
million adherents worldwide, but other estimates put their num- 
bers as low as 100,000. 

U.S. Judge acquits helicopter executives-^ 

MIAMI (AP) — A federal judge acquitted twomen of conspiring 
to sell combat beHcoptera to Iraq after finding that the_ U3. 
government h 9 ^ signalled it was leaning towards Baghdad tn,fe{ 
Iran-Iraq war. A co-defendant, imprisoned Miami arms dote 
Sarkis Soghanalian, who was convicted of tbe same charge in fn 
earlier trial, should be freed immediately on an appeal bond^hb 
attorney Neal Sonriett said. U.S. District Judge Kenneth RyskfiRgi 
icqyH hk miin g Wednesday in the case of former Hugfitjs 
Helicopter executives Call Perry and William Ellis. Tbe United 
States was publicly trying to toscourage arms sales to Iraq or Iran, 
then engaged in a bloody war, saying it wished to maintain strict 
neutrality. But Mr. Ryskamp said toe government had in effect 
oven the defendants a different signal. The two were accused# 
helping Mr. Soghanalian set up the 1983 sale of 103 heHcoptexs that 
could be converted to military use, and disguising the deal as a sale 
to Kuwait Tbe sale never went through. One key witness in Periy 
and Ellis' trial — retired Hughes President Jack Real — te s ti fi ed 
last week that in 1983, the State Department told him that its poB£y 

hanin g weapons sales to Iraq would change soon. Mr. Real (fid not 
testify in Mr. SogfianaHan’s trial, noted Mr. Sonnett. He -a^o 
charged that prosecutors failed to tell tbe defence the witness had 
informed them about his State Department meetings. That pra 
Mr. Soghanalian more grounds for appeal, and Mr. Sonnett said fye 
hoped die government would agree to freeing the arms dealer feu 
bond pending a decision by the llth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeafi. 
'Mr. Soghanalian is now serving a six year prison sentence at Jttg 
metropo l itan correctional centre. . - z\Z 

Ethiopian factions blame state for massacre % 

Irtr 

ADDIS ABABA (AP) — An opposition group has accused-toe 
interim government of massacring hun dreds of peasants earlier tins 
month. A go v er nm ent spokesman denied the charge. The Afl- 
Amara People’s Organisation, which is boycotting Ethiopia’s fiat < 
democratic elections on Sunday, made the allegation in an open 
letter to parfuunent. It accused ^representative of President Mein 
ZenawPs gove rnm ent of orderihg the kfllingpin tbe centra! Shota 
region and said victims were sjiptjfead or bunted in their huts June 
3-4. Shewa is home to Ethjqpfa’s capital,. Addis; Ababa. The 
alleged massacre occurred in a mountainous region north of .the 
dty, which has a history of violence between toe Amaru and 
Oromo ethnic groups. Mr. Meles’ faction dominates the go ver n*- 
.meat, formed after a coalition of rebel groups forced Mengistn 
Hafle Mariam into exile in Zimbabwe a year ago. The AU-Amad 
group did not say bow many people were killed in the alleged . 
massacre. It claimed the killings were ordered by die commander 1 
of die local militia of the Oromo People’s De m ocratic Organisa- 
tion, a partner with Mr. Meles’ Ethiopian People’s Revohitiouary 
Democratic Front. A government spokesman, Haile-Kiros Gesese, 
denied the a llegation. He said a resurgence of ethnic violence in4fae 
province tins month had resulted in deads, but he die toll 

would have been much higher had government forces not 
intervened. He d id not say how many were killed in the dasbek. 

• ■» 

Ultra-orthodox Israeli official to feieet Mubarak 

TEL AVIV (R) — An ultra-orthodox Israeli official will visit Egypt 
for talks with Presklent Hoorn Mubarak on Thursday, Israel’s Itnp 
news agency said. Deputy Labour Minister Rabbi Menacbem 
POrash was invited to see Mr. Mubarak after a series of meetings 
with Egypt’s ambassador to Israel, Mohammad Basskmny, T rim 
quoted Rabbi Porusfa’s office as saying. 

Spain, Morocco to mount joint exercise 

RABAT (R) — Spain and Morocco will take part in a joint "air 
force exercise codenamed “Adas 92” for six (fays from June. 22 
over the Mediterranean, tbe Moroccan news agency MAP said.. 

Ghanaian to head U.N. Iraq-Kuwalt force . 

UNITED NATTONS(R) — Major-General Timothy Diboama oC 
Ghana, who has been military adviser to U.N. secretartea- 
Ibr 12 years, will become commander of tbe UJ4. Eraq-Kuwait 
Observation Mission (UNIKOM) from July 12, toe United Nations 
said. Gen. Dflraama, 55, succeeds Major-General Gunther Gretodl 
°f ^ Headed the 300-observer force since fi? 

e sta b l ishm ent in April 1991 to monitor a demffi tarisod zone 
between Iraq and Kuwait Gen. Greindl, 53, who has previously 
reryed with U.N. peacekeeping operations in Cyprus and on the, 
Golan Heights, is returning to fas country's service. ; 
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Bulletin sappBed by tbe Dep artmen t of 
M et eorology. 

R will be warm and dry and wiatfc 
wffl be easterly moderate, hi Aqaba. 
winds win be sovthafy moderate and 
seas rough. 

MmJMax. temp. 

Amman 20/36 

Aqaba 27/42 

Deserts 20/38 

Jordan VaSey 24/40 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 34. Aqaba 41. Hnnwfity readings: 


Amman 17 per cent, Aqaba 20 per 
cent. 
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‘N^ueenNoor 
sq^ joins ICPF 

P-T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor has accepted an 


■ ! W 


.Invitation to join the Internafioo- 
^ Commission on Peace and 

c: yt *^pQOd (ICPE), an international 
: ^:^ f ^'jwn-^enmiental organisation 
focuses on promoting con- 
A ;^^^jcerted international efforts to re- 
l ' : - ■ <^;d»ce military expen di t ure and re-» 

' 5 ^ V' direct technical and financial re- 
^^sooices into effective program- 
?I 2 ": ^Imes to eliminate food shortages 

" " tyj' increase world food produo- 
*' r ‘j7(l7!; 1 5aJ».' two by environmentally sustain- 
■" ^w ‘a£le practices, according to a 
nt) _ statement from the A1 Ma’wa 
3Ttfif 8 Palace. ' Founded in 1989, the 
commisskm is comprised of oon- 
7^- W cerned statesmen, Nobel laure- 
' ■ atcs ’ an< * sc ' eil ^ sts end prefes- 

Hjw sionals from around the world. 

r: — - 


--« . 

■ ■ - - irk* - " • 





■ 

.* ‘ ^ ^ hzeddifl A1 Patih A1 Tamimi 

^^gl^Jiatib 

: jhacreases aid 

: stranded 

-gl^grims 

: •-■ «2l ^SlMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian an- 
'•■"? listed '^sioes Saturday mobilised an 
‘matt to increase their assistance 
'■■ ■ icT^J ^ Palestinians retur nin g from 


flus year's pilgrimage to Mecca 
'■and Medina who are facing prob- 
lems resulting from Israel’s refus- 
al £(o facilitate their easy and 
' quick crossing to the occupied 
-sat ; territories. 

' c ^as; . <»*.-fhe Ministry of Awqaf and 
-- :: ^?*>i;-&fumc Affairs said it had 
- ; Mderod additional quantities of 

- ■ ^madtaarian assistance such as 

~:r idtiocltad Water to be delivered to ^ 

‘ ; khe^nlgrmis;' whtr'are stranded' T 

- ~.rra ‘mear the - King Hussein Bridgfe*T 

- i* • wSbrntiie- River Jordan. 

. ir.i: ; ^Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
^ ‘ca; * Affairs Izzedm Al Kh&tib was 
. ^aap; » re potted ito have visited the pil- 

- \rs:fc * graps efty at die town of South 
.r live I Staueh in the Jordan Valley re- 

- : i..?: : rrs ] feta, nearby the crossing points 
v',-; > ’ loisraeL He ordered urgent help. 

' -- .c^*0e • takil* resident*. 

----- i«sz ; rjffheTBaeKs, according to pre- 
. agreements, were to have 

- . wlknred^SOO travellers cross the 

-"isrir ' &*- Hmisdn Bridge daily, but 
i haveTepostedly sharply reduced 
; the-miHiba: 1 irisyearto only750a 
.’day. 

Ihe plgrims, together with the 
. summer visitors to die West Bank 
.. u ;aq4 the Gaza Strip has created 
. r ;-i rjvs-: , (QMKtibn at the bridges forcing 

- — -’•-‘•‘S! - ^Jordanian authorities to issue 

^ ; permits to visitors- But accorcfing 

• *• :• j t h?,"botii viators and pilgrims, the 

- tjj sSinKit- , authorities are worsening. 

■ the ritnatkm by turning back 

■ large numbers erf travellers. 

-vr** exetf® : Normally, 1 fl» pilgrims are 

housed at the pilgrims’ city and 
, - j jtf -gjycn the basic needs, but the 

- l ; . i~x i3 numster tod to order additional 
•' 'S;, MV* ahwunts of water, ice and food to 

• a- ; be brou^bt irmnetfiately to the 

3 -MI" . _ The Public Security Depart- 


i pilgrims to go to the King 

‘ m n Bridge on Monday and 

___ ^Tuesday and where they will be 
"pwa priority over all others cros- 
' £ ’ : \ ' .Z~ stf la^iuto tbe West Bank. 

■' 'Zr ^ ' i .The «wrnfg»w met with the pil- 
;grims and local officials and dis- 
• $,s erased facilities for the pilgrims’ 

■- ■'7 ■return, underihring the need for 
'main taming continued assistance 
to the hajris. 

In addition, Palestinians eras- 

— - smg into Jordan arc complaining 

*hat they have been given only 
,nnSfl July 20 to return home via 
-'^^bridges. 

?ae travellers mainly go to the 
; occupied territories during the. 
-'«nuiier holidays to visit relatives 
.fti <nd friends but they can only 
at the King Hussein Bridge 
the Prince Mohammad 
.... ,yl '. is now only for trucks 

^I^Btying agricultural produce to 


^ by Iraqi 

j [AjfldAN (J.T.) — An exhibition 
- Pf'Vpaintings by Iraqi artist 
z M0j^m Khali fe h will open 
l JWjghesday at Aha Ait Gallery. 
« 9he!cxfaibhion runs tinbugh July 

.? Hi 
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Kabariti says ‘use laws to 
settle labour dispute s’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — Labour 
Minister Abdul Karim A1 Kabar- 
iti Saturday met with leaders of 
the Federation of Jordanian 
Labpur Unions, stressing tire 
need for settling labour disputes 
through legal measures. Mr. 
Kabariti met with Mr. Kfaaled 
Shreim, the federation’s secretary- 
general, his deputy and a number 
of leaders of the labour move- 
ment in the country to rfi«w 
labour-related bsks. Be stressed 
the need for the unions to abide 
by Jordanian laws and to resolve 
issues in a democratic nurnnar 
and through constructive dia- 
logue. 

The mimstry of Labour strives 
to provide protection and care for 
Jordanian workers at borne and' 
jabroad and hopes it will succeed 
m maintaining employment by- 
means possibly; said the minister 
at the meeting. 

# Mr. Kabariti urged the federa- 
tion to start pr ep a rin g for a pan- 
Arab labour confenmce due to be 
organised in Amman in March 
1993 to discuss labour-related 
issues. The unionists told the 
minister that they were drawing 
up new bylaws to unify labour 
union regulations. They deman- 
ded that the Social Security Cor- 
poration (SSC) dispatch a num- 
ber of unionists on annual scho- 
larships abroad. The numster ex- 
pressed his readiness to facilitate 
such a request. 

Last . month, the minister 
announced that the new law on 
labour had been formalised and 
that it had been submitted to the 
government, which will refer it 



Abdnl Karim A1 Kabariti 

later to the Lower House of 
parliament where it will be de- 
bated. 

In another development re- 
lated to workers road, the minis- 
ter Saturday said during the In- 
ternational Labour Organisation 
(ILO) meeting in Geneva that be 
met with the general-secretary of 
a U.N. committee on compensa- 
tion to discuss steps taken to 
ensure ap p rop ria te compensation 
for Jordanian expatriates evicted 
from Kuwait during the Gulf 
crisis. 

The expatriates have been fill- ■ 
ing and submitting forms for com- 
pensation to the ministry through 
the post offices in Jordan. 

Once collected, the forms will 
be channelled to the United Na- 
tions through the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Amman. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


. Industrial waste workshop opens Monday 

AMMAN (Petra) — A workshop on the treatment of dangerous 
industrial waste wfll open in A mman 1 Monday. The four-day 
workshop, winch is organised by the Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environment in cooperation with the 
United Nations Environment Programme and the Paris-based 
Environment and Indsutry Centre, will discuss ways to treat, 
transport and store toxic waste arid other related issues. In 
addition to Jordan, representatives of Iraq, Bahrain, Qatar, 
Oman, Syria, Yemen, the United Arab Emirates, Egypt, Mozam- 
bique and Turkey wfll participate in the workshop. 

28 people killed by cars In May 

AMMAN (Petra)' — - Twenty-eight people were lolled and 706 
'Others injured in 1,551 car accidents in May, according to » report 
released by the traffic department Saturday. l^Teport said the 
.number of accidents in May dropped by-212; compared fo the 
‘ month before when tire number of those killed dropped by 'll, 
and the number of those injured dr opped by 199. It said that 843 
of tiie total number of acridents Occurred in the Amman area, 216 
in Zarqa, 213 in Irbid, 58 in Balqa, 48 in Aqaba, 44 in Mafraq, 39 
in Karak, 26 in die Badia region, 22 in Maim, and 11 in Taffleh. 

Arabfyat to review House achievements 

AMMAN (Petra) — Lower House of Parliament Speaker Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat will held a press conference Monday at the 
parliament building. Dr. Arabiyat will review the achievements of 
the House in the third ordinary session and the agenda of the 
House’s extraordinary session which mil start today (Sunday). 


Jordan will participate in WHO health sendees meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — - Jordan will participate in a regional meeting 
organised by die World Health Organisation (WHO) that will 
open in Cairo Monday. The meeting will focus on ways to 
enhance cooperation in research on health services and systems 
between die Ministries of Health and Faculties of Medicine in 
countries in the Mediterranean region. The meeting wQl also 
discuss the role of universities in tins regard and will review 
related expc iim ent s in other countries. Jordan will be represented 
at the meeting by Ministry of Health Secretary-General Abbas 
Amin and Jordan University of Science and Technology (JUST) 
^Vice-President Saad HijazL 


Jordan-Syria session 
to meet urban needs 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A joint 
Jordanian-Syrian workshop 
opened a four-day session in Am- 
man Saturday to discuss ways of 
improving services to poor dis- 
tricts and outlying areas of major 
cities in both countries. 

Ministry of Public Works’ offi- 
cials said that the workshop 
attended by delegates concerned 
with construction and city plan- 
ning, will review 17 papers on 
measures that deal with homes 
'and other buildings randomly set 
up around cities. 

The emergence of districts 
around Arab capitals and large 
cities with low-level public and 
municipal services was caused by 
the continued migration of peo- 
ple from rural to urban areas for 
socio-economic reasons and be- 
cause of the forced migration of 
Arabs from the occupied Arab 
territories. Zionist aggression, 
said the Minister of Public Works 
.and Housing, Saad Hayel Srour, 
in a keynot address at the open- 
ing session. 

The minister referred to Jor- 
dan’s endeavours to deal with this 
chrome issue by nothing that the 
Kingdom has created the Hous- 
ing and Urban Development Cor- 


for low and limited' income 
groups. 

The head of the Syrian ride. 
Mr. Irfan Baracfi, described the 
joint session as an embodiment of 
the will Of the Jordanian and 
Syrian leadership to enhance soli- 
darity among Arab states and to 
coordinate joint Arab action. 

Mr. Baradl who is also the 
Syrian Deputy Minister of Hous- 
ing, said tint Arab unity is the 
objective of all Arab countries. 
He said the coordination and 
cooperation needed to achieve 
unity can come through dose ties 
among Arabs at the highest 
levels. 

Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment Corporation Director 
Yousef Hiyasat addressed the 
opening session, noting that his 
office sponsored the construction 
of 90 bousing estates of thousands 
of housing units in Jordan so far, 

and was catering to the needs of a 

growing population by buil ding 
other housing projects and by 
settling bedouin tribes living in 
outlying regions and semi-desert 
areas. 

He said the JD 250 million has 
already been spent on such pro- 
jects and plans are underway to 


poration, which he said can pro- set up 2,000 additional bousing 
vide boosing needs, particularly units annually. 

Conference to discuss 
renewable energy sources 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An interna- 
tional conference on renewable 
energy, organised by the Uni- 
versity of Jordan in cooperation 
with the United Nations Educa- 
tional Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO), is to 
open at the university’s Mecha- 
nical Engineering Faculty Mon- 
day. 

Sixty-six research papers will 
be reviewed by the participants in 
•tiie three-day conference which, 
will deal with energy from solar 
power and its applications, wind 
power, the utilisation of organic 
gas and renewable sources of 
enetgy, according to a statement 
by the faculty here Saturday. 

Participants will come from 
Jordan, Iraq, Bahrain, Lebanon, 
Saudi Arabia, Yemen. Egypt, 
Sudan, Libya. India, Pakistan, 
Slovenia, Bulgaria and Poland, 
along with various sectors con- 
cerned with energy affairs. 

According to the announce- 
.the- conference aims to 


enable the various delegates to 
exchange expertise on renewable 
energy and to help Jordanian 
technicians and experts acquaint 
themselves with the latest trends 
in energy technique. 

The U.N. conference marks 
the second gathering to beheld in 
Amman since April this year 
when matters related to the com- 
mercialisation of solar and wind 
energy technologies were discus- 
sed through 44 working papers 
presented to delegates and re- 
viewed. The papers dealt with 
wind and solar power along with 
solar thermal applications and 
photovoltaic technologies. 

In regards to the April confer- 
ence, organised by the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) in coop- 
eration with the German Agency 
for Technical Cooperation 
(GTZ). the delegates from Jor- 
dan and 23 other countries toured 
a number of solar energy projects 
in the Kingdom. 



Jordan VaOey farmer tills the sofl, eager to make a profit 


Jordan valley farmers demand 
government support, strategies 


[WHAT’S 
GOING 
ON 


The following listings are com- 
piled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify 
the listed time and /rface with 
the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

E xhtt i itio n of paintings by 
Patrice Pain at the French 
Caltund Centre. 

■ft W rii ^ iK n a of pnintfngB by 
Mohammad AI Jaloos at 
Bafwtiw Art GaBny. 

k Art exhibWom by Saner 
Obeidat at the Royal Cutta- 
ral Centre — opening cere- 
mony at 5 pjn. 


Films to 
show on 
Palestinians 

AMMAN (J.T.) — In coopera- 
tion with the United Nations Re- 
lief and Works Agency for Pales- 
tine Refugees in the Near East 
(UNRWA) in Amman, the Cine- 
ma Committee of Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation presents 
new documentary films about 
Palestinians and their situation hr 
the refugee camp, villages and 
cities in the occupied territories 
and the diaspora according to 
foundation fax. 

The fihn comes on the occasion 
of the 25th anniversary of the 
six-day war and the tenth 
■ anniversary of the Isareli invasion 
of Lebanon in 1982. It takes place 
at Scientific Cultural Centre of 
Abdnl Hameed Shoman Founda- 
tion, located on the fifth floor of 
the Arab Jordan Investment 
Bank, Shemeisani, on Tuesday 
23, June, 1992 at 6:30 p.m. 


Salem buried 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Former 
Minister of finance and Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Governor 
Khalil Salem was buried Saturday 
at his birthplace near Irbid. His 
funeral was attended by the bind 
Governor, who was delegated by 
His Majesty Slug Hussein, mem- 
bers of the government ami Par- 
liament, tribal chieftains and 
large crowds of people. Mr. 
Salem passed away Friday at Al 
Hussein Medical Cootie. 

IBs Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Saturday visited 
dm Salem family m Al Husn town 
near Irbid to offer condolences 
ova* the de ath of Khalil Salma. 

Exhibition of 
art opens 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Wijdan AH 
opened Saturday at Baiadna Art 
Gallery an ait exhibition by artist 
Mohammad Al Jaloos. 

The exhibition, entitled “Small 
Paintings, ” will continue until 
July 19. A total of 165 art works | 
by Mr. Jaloos are on display at 
the exhibition. 
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JORDAN ATTENDS BERLIN FAIR — 


Jordan was among 7# countries taking part fa the 
38th import fair fat Botin entitled “Partners of 
Progress” which caadnded on June 13, 1992. 
Vartan types of knitwear, reatiy-nsade dgtJw» 
nd handkxafb were oai display for a week at the 
Berlin esHhittai gnauads. A total of. 1,282 cdribl 
.tan d isp la yed a wide range of products, with 
a^hnsb'on textiles, leather, home SarsfeMapi 


and gifts. R occupied an overaB area „ — 

(1991: 29,628m*), and the many exhtidtow who# 
regularly attend froaa developing countries were 
joined by 112 companies from Central and 
Eastern Eorope. The Import Fair Bafts also 
serves as a form tor disemri o ns about world 
trade and iodades an extensive p rogramme of 
se min ars and wmtahops, featuring leadlug orga- 
isfeslissas and fndfvhhnb from the fields t;f trade 
rod development poficy. < 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Valley Farmers Association 
(JVFA) is demanding the govern- 
ment to provide support and 
assistance to the farmers of Jor- 
dan to help them work their land 
and contribute towards ensuring 
the security of food in the King- 
dom. 

The lack of a national agri- 
cultural strategy, caused by the 
continual changes in the manage- 
ment of the agricultural sector at 
the public leve^ has led to the 
accumulation of agricultural 
problems, said Mr. Mohammad 
Tawil, the JVFA federation 
chairman. 

He told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, in an interview 
Saturday that the farmers face 
problems related to agricultural 
inputs, marketing, water distribu- 
tion, credits, lack of proper ser- 
vices and guidance to the farmers 
of the country. Referring to the 
inputs, he said that modern agri- 
culture requires modem equip- 
ment and fertilisers, high quality 
seeds and pesticides — all of 
which are very expensive because 
they are imported and marketed 
by the private sector. 

The JVFA established in 1974, 


can not afford to soaring costs of 
inputs needed to increase produc- 
tion, said Mr. Tawil. 

In reference to marketing, Mr. 
Tawil said that the high cost of 
production makes marketing dif- 
ficult. To solve this problem and 
find markets for surplus produce, 
a national marketing strategy is 
badly needed to encourage local 
fanners to pursue their efforts, 
demanded Mr. Tawil. 

He said that packaging is also a 
problem for farmers who find it 
difficult to pay the high cost of 
crates and boxes for transporting 
cucumbers, tomatoes, eggplants 
and marrows to the market in 
Jordan and abroad. Indeed, he 
said, sometimes farmers find the 
cost of these boxes accounting 
more than half the price of the 
produce they hope to sell, Mr. 
Tawil added. 

Mr. Tawil demanded that the 
government step in and control 
the process of importing agri- 
cultural produce in a bid to pro- 
tect local products and to open 
new markets for Jordanian crops 
abroad. 

Mr. TawO demanded that the 
farmers be protected through 
agricultural insurance which can 


provide for losses due to frost and 
floods, like those that destroyed 
vast farmlands this past winter. 

He called on the government to 
establish a public organisation to 
take charge of this project and to 
deal with questions, such as sur- 
pluses that do not find their way 
to foreign markets, thus bringing 
down the prices and hurting far- 
mers. 

Furthermore, Mr. Tawil said 
that the government should pro- 
vide annual assistance to the 
JVFA through soft loans and by 
setting up processing plants to 
absorb surplus produce. Earlier 
this month, the government 
announced the formation of a 
ministerial task force to deal with 
the problems of the agricultural 
sector and to help find solutions. 

The task force came in the 
wake of a recent complaint from 
fanners and vegetable growers 
about the supply of tomatoes iu, 
the local market, causing a sharp 
fall in prices. 

In an initial step to help far- 
mers, the government raised to 
JD 60, up from JD 50 a tonne of 
tomatoes sent to the process 
plants, but local market prices 
remained low. 


Although heroes of Lebanese 
efrilwar, women have little glory 


By Hana Sabh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Lebanese women 
during the country’s 15-year civil 
war had to endure most of the 
war’s insanity, while at die same 
time trying to keep their children 
sane, accorcfing to Dr. ntum Kal- 
lab, professor of arc hi tect ur e and 
Middle Eastern art at the B.U.C. 
during her lecture Tbesday at the 
Abdul Hamid Shoman Centre.' 
Yet, Lebanese literature still por- 
trays women as only housewives 
while in reality, they were the 
heroes of the Lebanese civil war. 

Unlike men who went to war, 
“women maintained stability at 
home and teaching at schools.” 
t Yet after a one year in depth 
study of children's school books 
Dr. Kallab notes that “women 
are hardly mentioned.” 

In the lecture entitled 
“Lebanese Women between Im- 
age and Reality,” profess o r Kal- 
lab reviewed the roles of 
Lebanese women before, during! 
and after the civil war that started 1 
in 1975 and ended in 1991. 

Before the war, the beginning 
of the Lebanese women’s move- 
ment was felt in many areas, she 
said. “The illiteracy rate was at 
an all time low, women were 
getting college educations and 
women were beginning to make 
jxp a considerable part of the 
workforce.” 

During the war, women be- 
came heroes. In a protest against 
a “senseless” war between fami- 
•lies, women chose not to cany 
arms. Instead, they worked to 
keep their families together. 

At home, the mother was a 
psychologist: she would try to 
“c alm children who would not 
know if they would be alive from 
one minute to the next.” She 
would also try to explain the war 
to her children so they would not 
.look to drugs as a solution, said 
I Dr. Kallab. 

Outside the home, women 
,l risked their lives” to get to work 
to put bread on the table. 

Finally, women were the 
“peacemakers of the war." 
Women would organize anti-war 
demonstrations. “One memory 
that sticks ont in my min d is when 
women and children from both 
sides joined together in the street 
and sang peaceful songs all 
night,” recalls Dr. Kallab. 

After the war, despite women’s 
invaluable role dnrhjg the figfat- 
ing, “it is as if the women’s 
movement has taken a step back- 



A Leb an ese mother kneels and prays during the dvfl war 
wards,” expressed Dr. Kallab: 


there is only one woman in the 
parliament, there is a high illi- 
teracy rate among women and 
there is no sign of change in 
women’s legal rights. 

But how does Dr. Kallab ex- 


pect women to regain their 
rights? "Through economic re- 
form. And, through this reform I 
believe we will achieve political 
stability. This stability will hope- 
fully put more women in political 
offices,” she states. 


Under The Patronage 
Of His Excellency 

The Minister Of Tourism & Archaeology 

with the participation of: 

* Kamal Tourism Office ☆ Atlal Art Services 
'tr Jordanian Theatre Centre 

A Night That Will Not Be Forgotten 



and for the first time in Jordan we invite you to participate in 

"JORDAN BY NIGHT” 

on the pool side of 
The Jordan Intercontinental Hotel 
start on 21/6/1992 at seven o’clock 
The programme consists of: 

* Photographic pictures & slides of all Jordanian 
archaeological sites In different languages 

☆ Book shew tor tourism & archaeology 

* Folklore dance & fashion show 
A- Marriage ceremonies 

B. Harvesting season 

C. Music played on rababa&oud 

D. Folklore dinner party Included 
Tickets sold at; 

Jordan Intercontinental Hotel 

JD 20 slngle/JD 40 per couple 
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Good news, 
bad news 


THE GOOD news is that the United States of America 
has not decided to suspend its financial aid to Jordan 
despite reports that the U.S. administration is not very 
happy with Jordan’s “compliance” with the U.N.- 
imposed regime of sanctions against Iraq. The bad 
news is that the Bosh a dminist ration has not yet 
released economic assistance to Jordan due in 1992, 
despite the fact that Congress has lifted restrictions on 
it and the fact that the administration is folly aware of 
the extreme difficulties that the Kingdom is toeing in 
complying with those sanctions. Washington may also' 
be aware that Amman is observing U.N. resolution 
even though the economic sanctions imposed against 
Iraq have outlived their legitimate justification and 
have more or less become a food weapon against the 
very survival of the Iraqi people. 


Is it possible that the U.S. simply wants more from 
Jordan, and will not be satisfied until Jordan plays an 
active part in the effort to bring down the Iraqi 
regime, and install the off-shore opposition in power in 
Baghdad? Or is it for internal political consumption 
t*i»t the administration is keeping op the pressure 
against Jordan? 1 ^ 

Jordan, the Americans of all people should know, is 
not willing nor able to undertake such job as removing 
the Iraqi regime from power and if that is the only 
reason why the Bush administration finds it necessary 
to punish the Jordanian people, then so be it. 
Otherwise, our long friendship with the U.S. should be 
allowed to speak for itself. 


At one time we thought that Jordan, hi the 
aftermath of the Gulf war, would be shielded from 
reprisal measures especially by the West not only 
because it accepted mid complied with international 
law and all U.N. resolutions, and not only because of 
its political reforms and the democratisation process 
but also because of its constructive role in the 
American-led peace process. But the rising pressures 
of recent times suggest that legitimacy, democracy, 
human rights and peace do not count for much in the 
eyes off the leaders of the new world order. 


It would indeed be a pity for any democratic 
country, especially if it is a superpower, to ally itself to 
authoritative, non-democratic regimes, merely on the 
strength of past form, and strike against a peace- 
loving, budding democracy just because it cannot 
afford to be or act suicidal in tbe face of some tough 
challenges. 


Arabic Press Commentaries 


JORDANIAN dailies on Saturday attacked Israel for its decision 
to try members of tbe Palestinian delegation to the peace 
negotiations for their meeting with PLO leader Yasser Arafat and 
other PLO members in Amman. A1 Ral said that the Israeli 
propaganda has been presenting the meeting as a major sin 
committed by the leading members of the negotiating team. Tbe 
Israelis are trying to interpret the meeting in Amman as the main 
Middle East issue simply because they are intent on aborting the 
peace process and undermining any move to settle tbe Arab- 
Israeli conflict, said the daily. It said that the Israelis could also 
decide at this stage to pull out from the peace process altogether, 
blaming tbe failure on the Palestinians for their meetings with the 
PLO for consultations. It is high time for the co-sponsors of the 
peace negotiations to step in and stop all such Israeli practices and 


prevent the Israeli government from undermining the peace 
process by trying or detaining the Palestinian negotiators, called 


tbe paper. It said that a trial of the Palestinian delegation 
members was coupled wi& continued Israeli atrocities against the 
Palestinians in the occupied Arab territories. The paper said that 
the Palestinian delegation has all the right to talk with the PLO 
leadership as it is an integral part of the Palestinian people and 
bolds views about tbe negotiations that must be heard by the 
negotiators. The paper said that the delegation members should 
not be allowed by tbe worijf community to disrupt all the peace 
process that might bring peace to the Middle East 


A COLUMNIST in AI Ra’i daily discussed the plight of the 
expatriates returning to settle here but finding it extremely 
difficult to do so in view of the soaring rates of house tbits. The 
expatriates were forced out of the Gulf and should be helped 
rather than forced to pay all their savings ip rent, said Nazih. The 
writer said that immediately after the return of the expatriates the 
landlords and owners of homes raised by 300 per cent the rent, 
trying to exploit foe situation and making as much profit from 
their homes as posable, with the government turning blind eye on 
what has been happening. The writer also noted that increasing 
foe rent in such a greedy manner is a violation of the Jordanian 
laws, and such a development can bring about instability in the 
structure paving the ground for crimes to be committed and soda! 
ills to increase. Such a situation can by no means be condoned or 
allowed to prevail since it is bound to cause deep rifts in society 
and cause more headaches for foe government itself, said Nazih. 
Tbe writer said that as foe government realises tbe fads about the 
situation, it must act speedily to come to the help of the 
expatriates and stem tbe peed of foe landlords, as, by doing so, it 
can safeguard their interests and protect tbe Jordanian society 
from imbalances and criminal actions. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. FaW 


Capital flight reversed 


Several months ago I ventured to claim that the Jordanian capital, 
which has been spirited out, during foe rough times, since 1988, 
was returning to the country during 1991 at the average rate of $1 
million per day. 

Some readers thought at tbe time that this statement was 
unfounded or at least exaggerated. They have been reasons to 
expect bad news such as capital flight. The mere talk about a 
return of was met with smiles and raised eyebrows. 

Solid evidence of foe fact was not available and circumstantial 
evidence was not convincing. So we had to wait for foe balance of 
payments for 1991, published by the Central Bank. 

In simple words, foe balance of payments issued by foe Central 
Bank two weeks ago showed that tbe current account reflected a 
surplus of JD 280 million, while the capital account posted a 
surplus of JD 184 million, thus the overall balance of payments 
was in surplus of JD 464 million calculated on cash basis, i.e., 
ignoring interest and principal of external debt if it were not 
actually paid in cash during the year. 

Under such cncumstances, the net foreign exchange position of 

foe banking sector should have improved by a similar amount. 
But the real net improvement, as reflected in changes of bala n ces 
of assets and liabilities in foreign currencies, was m tbe neighbour- 


hood of JD 753 tnOEon. i 
There was foe equivalent of JD 289 mfltion in foreign exchang e 
which was received in foe country one way or another but was not 
accounted for foe balance of payments because it was not 
registered as formal transactions. This was classified by the 
balance of payments as "errors and ommisstons.” In fact, it 
represents a returned capital, or a capital Sight in reverse. Errors 
and o mmign ons in compfliiig of imports and exports of goods and 
services could not exceed JD 40 million. The remaining JD 250 
milli on or S^68 million could be nothing but foe informal flow 
back of capital. 


The condensed return of capital s tarted rethete dmaarj 
199 Hn a big way. At that time, it becanre obwjrafoat^daa 
i^redfoe Ssis, recovered its 

captoUw^ owning back atll mflbon a day aQ though foe put 
year became a proven truth. 


This estimate is further confirmed by dividing the results of tbe 
balance of payments for 1991 into quarters, to find that around 
160 milli on vanished during die first quarter of - the year, an 
expected and understandable outcome in this period which 
coincided with the uncertainty of foe Gulf war. However, the 
"errors and omissions” item shifted to the credit side in an equal 
amount in the second quarter. This means that what fled out in 
foe first quarter returned in the second. That was the “hot 
money” which is known to move back and forth nervously with 
dianging circumstances and shifting expectations. 


Most of the returning capital is owned by Jordamtn titta* 
whoboirowed from local banks m *** ^ * ^3?»? 
businessmen found themselves m an mmecessaiy losing sjtaabaa. 
The local banks were charging them 11 per cent per anroan « 
taereston their JD credit facilities, while Sreptobjw 
paying them around 3.5 per cent per annum as interes t o n to 
dollar deposits. They did not hesitate too long before deodragip 
retrievemtar off-shore dollars and are ft ™ » «PW ' 
domestic loans. Tbe personal setf-urteiest and foe nation 
interest coincided in good times wbflc it wentrn oppoife 
directions in rough times, and no wonder, capital is easily 
intimidated, it always seeks safety. 


Rabin ties his own hands 


By Peretz Kidron 


WEST JERUSALEM — Israel’s 
election campaign is entering its 
decisive final days on a strangely 
distant and alienated note. 
Israelis are renowned for foe pas- 
sion of their political convictions, 
and previous campaigns were 
noisy, sweaty affairs whose no- 
holds-barred tone was set in 
turbulent mass rallies where the 
rhetoric of tbe orators evoked a 
fervent, occasionally violent, re- 
sponse from their audiences. 

However, tbe 1992 campaign 
has farther to failed to fire such 
levels of popular involvement; 
indeed, the electorate is display- 
ing equanimity, if not outright 
indifference. True, political lead- 
ers still tour foe country to 
address public meetings, but 
.these tend to be intimate and 
low-key, directed at energising 
the party rank-and- file, rather 
than winning over voters at large. ' 

The latter are the targets of, a 
calculated packaging-an^promo- 
tion bonanza conducted by public 
relations professionals. Every 
party has hired firms of commer- 
cial advertising experts promptly 
became principal arbiters of the 
tone and substance of its cam- 
paign; inevitably they are the 
main focus, with interest hinging 
upon their proficiency. 

Broadcasting time is allocated 
by strict rules, each slate receiv- 
ing a basic allotment of ten mi- 
nutes, and an additional force for 
each member of the outgoing 
Knesset. This gives the major 
parties an enormous advantage. 
Labour and Likud each receiving 
over two hours of screen time. 


showing of either Likud or 
Labour than upon tbe relative 
success of the respective blocs: 
Likud plus its associate lists, ver- 
sus Labour and its allies. While 
there are marked differences be- 
tween the predictions of the va- 
rious pollsters, none forecasts a 
clear-cut victory for either bloc. 
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Rabin ‘spurns the Arabs 




If television propaganda leaves 
Israelis cold, intermittent pub- 
lication of opinion polls still 
appeals to their sporting instincts 
by offering a subject fin- wagers. 
Fluctuations from poll to poll are 
closely noted and analysed with 
heated debate about the signifi- 
cance of the slightest swing. 

Tbe pollsters continue to pre- 
dict a substantial Labour margin 
over Likud; however, as fore- 
seen, disgruntled Likud suppor- 
ters hitherto listed as “unde- 
cided" have begun — albeit re- 
luctantly — to rally to the col- 
ours, somewhat improving their 
party’s showing. But although 
each of the major parties is eager 
to outdo its rival, the outcome of 
the election — and the composi- 
tion of the new government — 
depends less upon the individual 


Much interest continues to 
focus upon Labour. Reinvigo- 
rated with an apparent return of 
belief in itself, the party is putting 
on a hard-hitting campaign. 
Leadership and rank-and-file 
alike exude a self-assurance they 
have long lacked; while careful to 
avoid the over-confidence which 
preceded their downfall in recent 
campaigns, the party's leaders 
clearly look fowards to foe first 
Labour-led government since 
1977. Haviag long laboured 
under the handicap of a generally 
disliked leader, Shimon Peres, 
their optimism stems largely from 
the popularity of their new front 
runner, Yitzhak Rabin, whose 
personality has been made the 
lynchpin of the party campaign. 

Bat while the Labour firithful 
foster hopes of restoration to the 
traditional rale of “party of gov- 
ernment,” few appear to have 
noticed that those hopes were 
effectively dashed by the self- 
same leader who had raised 
them. The truth came out at what 
was planned as a highlight of the 
party’s campaign. Always strong- 
ly represented in the senior milit- 
ary command. Labour has gone 
out of its way to highlight the 
prestigious support of disting- 
uished ex-officers; when Likud 
propaganda played down Mr. 
Rabin’s role as architect of the 
1967 war victory. Labour induced 
virtually the entire 1967 Ugh 
command to sign an advertise- 
ment commending his leadership. 
Going on to exploit the same 
foeme. Labour organised a dosed 
“prestige” rally attended by 1,600 
prominent personages, including 
no fewer than 17 former generals 
and scores of other retired senior 
officers who turned oat to voice 
their endorsement of Mr. Rabin 
as prime minister. 

Bat what was designed as a 
publicity exercise served Mr. 
Rabin as a sounding board for a 
major policy statement. Evident- 
ly aware that the generals incline 
to foe party's hawkish wing, the 
Labour leader seized on the 
opportunity for a public under- 
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taking that he “obviously” should 
not form a coalition “with the 
Democratic Front, Darawsbefa 
, and Miari” i.e. those parties ex- 
clusively or mainly Arab-sup- 
ported. However, Mr. Rabin has- 
tened to concede that he would 
welcome those parties’ adherence 
to a “blocking bloc” which would 
join Labour and its allies of the 
leftist Meretz list in foiling the 
formation of a Likud govern- 
ment. 


A “national unity” coalition? 


By spuming the Arab parties. 


World community faces 


no-win situation in Yugoslavia 


By Patrick Worsnip 
• Reuter 


LONDON — Tbe on-again, off- 
again U.N. plan to open Sarajevo 
anport cannot disguise the pain- 
ful dilemma the outside world 
may face in Yugoslavia: a military 
intervention that could cost many' 
lives, or failure to stop tbe civil 
war. 

Friday’s news from die be- 
sieged Bosnian capital was better 
A creaky ceasefire agreed on 
Monday appeared to be back in 
force, raising hopes that the Un- 
ited Nations might manage next 
week to reopen tbe airport and 
bring supplies to the population. 

.Although tbe U.N. is making 
headway, it is taking no risks. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghaii 
has said he wants to see if the 
ceasefire bolds before asking 
Security Council members to au- 
thorise deployment of 1,100 
peacekeeping troops to Sarajevo. 

For the city’s 300,000 inhabi- 
tants, starved and bombarded fay 
Serbian irregulars from the sur- 
rounding bills, such delays can 
seem like a recipe for ensuring 
the truce collapses. 

“It’s this bureaucracy with the 
U.N.," complained Paul Tvrtko- 
vic, a London-based spokesman 
for the Bosnian government. 
“The machinery is very slow. 


Maybe it’s because Boutros Ghafa 
is new in the job.” 

But Western diplomats say the 
world body has every reason for 
caution before committing forces 
to a large-scale peacekeeping op- 
eration in Bosnia -Herzegovina. 

• “If complete responsibility was 
given to the local U.N. comman- 
ders, they could move a lot fas- 
ter,” one said. 

“But at the moment every gov- 
ernment with a lot of forces there 
wants to be sore it’s not sending 
them into a death-trap. They're 
not going to want to devolve the 
final decision to the comman- 
ders." 

Questions bothering defence 
ministri es in countries contribut- 
ing troops include what tile pre- 
cise objectives of peacekeeping 
forces would be, where their line 
of retreat would run and whether 
they had adequate weaponry, di- 
plomats said. 

They said the UJM. freed a 
choice between the present can- 
■ tious approach, with its constant 
setbacks and failures, and 
embarking on a massive interven- 
tion that could escalate into a 
Gulf war-style conflict, 

“Unfortunately, there doesn’t 
seem to be a half-way house. If 
there was, Tm sure they'd jump 
at it," one laid. 

So far, the major powers have 


drawn a strict line between 
peacekeeping — supervising a 
trace already agreed between the 
combatants — and peace-making 
— w ading m with grim Mayin g to 

stamp out the conflict, something 
they will not yet contemplate. 

Last Monday, Bosnian Foreign 
Minister Haris Sflajdzic asked foe 
Security Council to authorise the 
use of air power to secure the 
opening of Sarajevo airport, to 
suence Serb guns and to prevent 
attacks by warplanes based in 
Serbia. 

Tbe idea has appealed to some 
Western analysts, too. 

“There is a straightforward 
way to apply force m the kind, 
that alone will persuade (Serbian 
President Slobodan) Milosevic 
and his men to stop their kiting,” 
New York Times commentator 
Anthony Lewis wrote this week. 

“That is for planes to bomb the 1 
positions in the hills around 
Sarajevo from which Serbian 
gunners have been pounding the 
city.” 

But other analysts say it is not 
that simple, and that ground 
forces would inevitably be re- 
quired. Some Western military 
experts believe 20-30,000 men 
might be needed to secure 
Sarajevo alone, let alone the rest 
of Bosnia. 

No one doubts that tbe West 


republics on Friday ’they 
free “all-oat war,” * 


l 'J& 


of the far right and religious 
parties win 61 seats — Labour 
will almost certainly 'be excluded 
from power, unless it consented 
to join on Likud terms. However, 
even if a majority of Knesset 
seats are controlled by the 
“blocking bloc” — Labour, 
Meretz and the Arab parties — 
that would not guarantee a 
Labour-led government. True, in 
the first stage, a Likud govern- 
ment would be unable to gam 
parliamentary approval. In such 
an event, Mr. Rabin would make 
an gttp mp r at far m i ng an adminis- 
tration. But he would have tittle 
dunce of achieving a parliamen- 
tary majority: having tied his own 
hands by counting out the Arab 
parties as potential coalition part- 
ners, Mr. Rabin could rely exclu- 
sively upon tbe votes of Labour 
and Meretz — probably no more 
than 55. 


in a “national unity” coaEtka. 
Likud leaders would weteomefte 
offer, and haggling would co*» 
mence. Israel would revert to a 
“government of national pan- 
lysis.” Labour hopes of regain^ 
an exclusive grasp on the reins of 
power would be postponed. . 

Having achieved bis jpoBtkati 
objective by structuring his 
“blocking bloc” on the votes of 
the Arab parties; Mir. Rata 
would oonsign them to the politic- 
al wilderness. 


Calculated radsm 


At tins stage of the game , 
Labour may be expected to 
launch vigorous overtures in a bid 
to wm over some of tbe religious 
factions. Success in such an en- 
deavour is dubious. Having long 
played cat-and-mouse with the 
two major parties, the reGgkms 
factions are now committed ex- 
clusively to a coalition with 
Likud. Under certain circumst- 
ances, some religious groups 
could be persuaded — by suitable 
Labour concessions such as 


Hie above scenario, with i& 
dear reflection of Labour’s inhe- 
rent anti-Arab' prejudice, ws 
obliquely foreshadowed in the 
party’s election propaganda fol- 
lowing foe Bat Yam disorders.; 
When a 15-year-old girl was mur- 
dered to a Gaza Arab, the Td 
Aviv sobrub erupted into a week 
of enraged protests and anti- Arab 
rioting. 

During previous election cam- 
paigns, sunflar events had a mfe 
jor impact as public opinkwjf 
inflamed by anti- Arab rhetoric, 
turned its back on “soft” Labour 
to swing towards Likud and foe 
hantiine parties of tbe far right 
Deter min ed not to be caught out 
again. Labour hastened to re- 
spond to foe Bat Yam events bgr* 
scare campaign condemning tie 
Likud government for "its faflme 


promises of rehgious-mspired k*- 73to guarantee l££ titosica] safely 
.elation dr enlarged grants -toti israel*ffYKizens." : 


'Orthodox institutions — tode 
foe Likud bloc. But if such a 
is feasible, Mr. Rabin is hai 


the man to pull it off: be makes 
no secret of his contempt and 


.Mr. Rabin effectively relin- 
quished tbe notion of a Labour- 
led government. Placing his cards 
on foe .table, tire Labour leader 
.confirmed growing suspicions 
that ins post-electoral strategy is 
ultimately aimed at reviving the 
“national unity” coalition where- 
by Labour shared power with 
Likud in tbe late *808. Indeed, his 
pledge left no other options open. 
Tbe scenarios are limited — and 
none would banish Likud to the 
opposition. 

Under Labour’s “worst-case” 
scenario — if Likud and its allies 


no secret of his contempt and 
revulsion towards religious ortho- , 
doxy and its political representa- 
tives (observers recall that his 
ntid-’70s stint as prime minister 
came to an abrupt end when be 
brasbly dismissed his religious 
coalition partners). 

At tins stage of the post-elec- 
toral stand-off the outlook is 
stalemate with neither of the ma- 
jor blocs capable of patting 
together a Knesset majority. 
Without an effective government, 
the country would find itself in a 
painful and apparently irresolv- 
able crisis, sparking a public out- 
cry. As the scenario unfolds, this 
would be Mr. Rabin’s cue to 
display his stature as national 
fewer and rtatement by inviting 
his Likud adversaries to join trim 


m Briefly departing from its tactic s a 
fof ignoring tbe issue of the ooca- - 
pied territories. Labour attacked 1 
Likud’s long-term * plans for aa - 
ultimate a nn ex a tion that would r 
“bring Gaza to Td Aviv,” ran- = 
forcing the message with omfaxw ~ 
background music from boner - 
movies. In its radio propaganda. 
Labour had an actor with u ~ 
affected Arab accent “praise” r 
Likud plans for annexation^* 
which would ultimately grant thr 
Arabs a decisive voice in Israel’s 
future. Unusually quick off tbe 
mark. Labour contrived to h so- ' 
ness “tiie Arab threat" to its ? 
electoral chariot. Labour’s tactic % 
can perhaps be vindicated as * ~ 
sensible political precaution. Bet V 
as an exercise in calculated nfr e 
ism. Labour's post-Bat Yam S 
broadcasts made its Likud rivabs* 
look like a model of decency and i 
virtue — Middle East Interna- fe 
tional. ** 


LETTERS 


Setting the record 
straight 


can mount a vast military cam- 
paign if it wants tp. Last year it 
sent hundreds of thousands of 
men into battle to drive Iraqi 
forces ont of Kuwait. 

But in the Gulf war, tire West 
had a dear enemy — Iraq — , a 
dear aim — to liberate Kuwait 
— , a dear self-interest — oil — , 
and a dear financial backer — 
Saudi Arabia. 

None of these things exist in 
Yugoslavia. WhSe most Western 
governments hold the Serbs 


To the Editor: 


appeared in the Jordan Times 
OT May 25, 2992, beadfined “Indian diplomat freed after torture in 
Pakistoi, I would like to mention the following points: 

. — The description of Mittal incident in the news item is 
factually inaccurate. - - 

* s . a . mat ? r Mta* 1 ™ apprehended on May. 24. 1992 
by Pakistan Security officials while he was reocivmK highly 
sensrt ^.^ s ^ docmnents - He was released after Ins identity 

totaHtamble actnritaVlS 


governments noia toe bertis 
largely responsible, they think 
foe Croats and the Bosnian Mus- 


eonU not be allowed to continue to wo* in Pakistan, 
turn *«W_goveriii5^tt«n 


fans are not blameless either, and 
they fear that going to war could 
be bloody ana protracted. 

U.S. President George Bosh, 
engaged in a difficult redection 
campaign, stated bhmtiy in Janu- 
ary; “I don't want to send young 
men into a war where I can’t see 
that they’re going to prevail and 
prevail rapidly.” 

Washington’s allies would 
probably concur with that. And 
yet tbe alternative may be to see 
thousands more Yugoslavs killed 
as the war spirafc out of control in 
the heart of Europe. 

Lord Camnoon.'chainnaa of 
an European Community Peace 
Conference on Yugoslavia, 
warned the leaders erf the feodmg 
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House begins session today 
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(Coutttued from page I) 

six other independent Islamists 
u die Home, 

The 16-member National 
Bloc, winch includes liberal 
and traditional deputies, is 
likely to oppose many of the 
amendments that the Law 

Commitlee has proposed. “We 
Prefer the government’s ver- 
son of the law to that of our 
Law Committee's version,” 
Maan Deputy and spokesman 
for tiie National Bloc S u l e i m an 
Am said Saturday. 


The head of the law commit- 
tee, Hussein MjaSi stressed 
that the constitutional right to 
form political parties as staled 
in Article 16 of the Constitu- 
tion should be safeguarded by 
the law. “Our main aim should 
be to safeguard the rights that 
the constitution gave us,” said 
Mr. Mjalli. “The right to form 
political parties is our constitu- 
tional right and our aim as 
deputies should be to cre a t e ft 
mechanism that would safe- 
guard this and other rights.” 


‘Super-C’ wave worries U.S. 
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.( Conriu n ad from page 1) 

U.S. for many years 
without detection until last 
year.” 

“Both the Iranian and 
taadi creations were of ex- 
cellent quality, pro m p ti ng 
many central hawfrg to ac- 
quire special inspection 
equipment,” added the deal- 
er. 

Ironically, the new batch of 
$100 counterfeit notes hit the 
local market amid reports 
t h at the Central Intelligence 
Agen c y (CIA) was 
spearheading the smn ggKng 
of forged Iraqi dinars as well 
as limited quantities of coun- 
terfeit American dollars into 
Iraq in a bid to further 
strangulate the war-ravaged 
Iraqi economy and help the 
effort to topple Preside ut 
Saddam. 

The huge infusion of 
forged dinars has led to 
hyper-inflation in Iraq and to 
the erosion of Iraqis’ confi- 
dence in their own c ur re ncy . 

■ The government has adopted 
a series of tough action, in- 
cluding the withdrawal of 
100-dinar notes and institut- 
ing stiff penalities for those 
found involved in either pro- 
ducing or distributing coun- 
terfeit. 

“The fake currency has 
contributed to Iraq's severe 
i nflati on problem, which is 
aggravated by the fact that 
foe Iraqi govern m ent is print- 
ing money at uncontrolled, 
speed to pay inflated salaries 
and cover foe costs of recon- 
struction,” the New York 
Times reported on May 27. 

. The Tunes quoted a CIA 
spokesman as declining com- 
ment on whether the agency 

WftS heading the Kmnfl gtin g 

operation. “As a mattertif 
poficy,wedan!t comment da •' 
mch allegations,” the spotes- 
< man .was quoted' as saying," 
(American law bans any offi- 
cial connivance with the dis- 
tribution or prilling of coun- 
terfeit currency. “So is any 
effort to topple a foreign 
g over n ment, but, judging by 


the way they are going about 
the anti-Saddam campaig n, 
the CIA does not seem to be 
bothered by the law,” com- 
mented a political observer). 

According to the New 
York Times report, which 
quoted unidentified Arab 
and Western officials, Saudi 
Arabia, bran and Israel in 
addition to “Western coun- 
tries” are involved in the 
“separate counterfeiting op- 
erations” in Iraqi currency. 

It also suggested that the 
origins of the forgeries could 
be easily identified, whether 
from Saudi Arabia, Iran or 
Israel, by judging the quality 
of the notes. 

Iraq has accused the U.S. 
of dropping forged dinais 
from helicopters to the south- 
ern marshlands where Shiites 
have take refuge after a failed 
rebellion in March last year 
and Saudi Arabia and Iran of 
sending counterfeit currency 
into the country to destabilise 
the regime through economic 
warfare. 

According to the New 
York Times report, fake di- 
nar notes are smuggled into 
Iraq across the Jordanian, 
Saudi. Turkish and Iranian 
borders. 

JThe report quoted a Saudi 
official as confirming that “all 
boirien are being used,” and 
a Jordanian official as saying 
that Jordan “does not 
approve of it, but we can do 
little to stop it.” 

The dumping campaign 
was a pparently intensified af- 
- ter the U.S. administration 
reportedly authorised full- 
fledged covert operations 
against the Baghdad govern- 
ment early 'tins year; and 
“Super-C” notes surfaced in 
Jordan shortly afterwards. . 

“It is as if the Americans 
• are getting a dose .Of their 
own medicine,”, cqnjmedted 
an exBcutive"af "a"five-star 
hotel in Amman who boasts 
of his “own means” to detect 
counterfeit currency. “Ex- 
cept this time the quality of 
die return medicine appears 
to be for better.” 


Kuwait jails four Jordanians 


(Coudaned from pug e 1) 

’The four men may appeal to a 
higher court if they feel that legal 
rales were violated during their 
trials. 

Mr. KhaKK told the three civi- 
lian judges that a senior Iraqi 
official forced him to work in the 
newsp ap er. He worked as an- 
cestor at the government-nm 
Kuwait News Agency before the 
Aug. 2, 1990, invasion. 

Mr. Zahran said be was forced 
to work at A1 Nida as a copy boy, 
because Iraqi officers threatened 
to confiscate his passport. — 

Mr. Mousa, who was 


Palestinians continue ta lks 


flexibility and commitment to the 
peace process,” said Mr. Sha’ath. 
. “The FLO has benefited and 
advanced the peace process and 
has been able to protea the 
Pfolestiman delegation and to give 
it its proper te&timacy and, that, 
I think is what we should be 
concerned with rather than the 
charade about who meets whom 
at what time,” he said. 

- ^ Washington, State Depart- 
ment deputy spokesman Richard 
Boucher said Friday: / 

“We’ve rep eate dly stated that 
tihe FLO is not part of die peace 
process that we have helped con- 
struct, and we’re thus troubled by 
the meeting and we have coa- 
wyed oor coooenis to foe Palesti- 
nians” 

The deputy qxrircsman noted 
that the State Department since 
April £ has “purposely avoided 
commenting .on many issues re- 
lated to the Middle East, indnd- 
ing some that are very impor- 
tant” He said lm wonld comment 
only briefly on the Amman meot- 
feg airi vmnld “rtick to oar posi- 
tion of not gating into a discus- 
non of such issues.” 

Five weeks ago, spokeswoman 
Margaret Tutwuer said foe de- 
partment would not comment, 
except m limited instances, on foe 
Middle East white the negotia- 
tions were underway and “parti- 


cularly in the midst of a heated 
potitical campaign in Israel.” The 
Israeli elections will be held June 
23. 

Israeli Police Minister Ronnie 
M3o has said that the Palestinians 
would be detailed upon their 
return to the occupied territories. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
called the Palestinians' action a 
provocation and said “steps will 
be taken” against them. But he 
(fid not specify whether they 
would be arrested. 

For the first time publicly, Mr. 
Arafat presided a meeting Thurs- 
day of Iris aides with members of 
.the Palestinian delegation to Mid- 
dle East peace talks. 

The move was the first public 
declaration of contacts between 
the PLO tind the Palestinian 
team, which consists .of repre- 
sentatives ■ from the Israeli- 
oecupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Dr. Ashrawi Friday described 
the Israeli position as “entirely- 
without legitimacy and very 
t ra nsparently ridiculous because 
no body has foe right to prevent 
the Palestinians or any other peo- 
ple from meeting their political 


“I am not afraid of gorag 
back," she told reporters. “It is 
my nght to go hack to my home, 
in so much as it is' our right to 
speak to our leadership and to 
fore freely mid not under occupa- 
tion.” 


Peaceful parenting — making conflict 
resolution skills work at home 


. By Ga3 Crouch 

Conflict resolution with children, 
may not be as earth-shaking as 
corporate takeovers or civil wars, 
but interest-personal conflicts are 
microcosms of the global kind, 
and the leaders of tomorrow an e 
teaming how to deal with conflia 
as children today. 

Children learn by watching ami 
imitating adults around them. 
How my husband and I argue 
now is quite different from the 
way we argued before we had 
children — we are so aware of 
those little eyes turned towards 
ns. Now and then the arguments 
become heated and a few verbal 
punches are thrown. The world is 
not a perfect place, and children 
win team this, too. But when we 
can talk things out and come to a 
mutually satisfactory resolution, 
and the children have witnessed 
this, we feel a great deal of 
satisfaction. 

More importantly, children 
assimilate our methods of conflia 
resolution. Here are a few words 
of advice based on my experience 
raising three children: 

Be creative 

Be open to alternative solu- 


tions when conflicts arise. Recent- 
ly, my children and I had to wait 
too long in a doctor's office. The 
three-year-old became fidgety 
and testy. I reprimanded her a 
few times, which had the same 
impact as an umbrella in a hurri- 
cane. I searched around and re- 
membered her blanket which, 
when draped over two chairs, 
became a tent. She was enter- 
tained for foe remainder of our 


Avoid contests of wills 

When our sou Andrew was five 
years old. be refused to set the, 
table at super time one evening.' 
Rather than argue with him, my 
husband and I remained silent 
until everything was ready on die 
table. After Andrew climbed in 
his seat with his plate before him 
be said, “Hey, I don’t have a 

fork?” I explained to him that this 
is what happens when one of us 
does not carry out his responsibil- 
ity. He flashed me a sheepish 
grin. 

Be honest 

Always being right is not a 
parental privilege. I apologise to 
my children when I have reacted 


angrily or badly. Sometimes this 
has kid to frank discussion with 
our nine-year-old about bow 
angry we both have been apd how 
we wish to treat each other 
better. 

Invest a little time 

Recently, when my five-year- 
old daughter came home from 
kindergarten she was obviously 
out of sorts and began picking 
fights with her', sister and me. I 
was busy with housework and 
scolded her offhandedly, which 
again, was ineffective. Finally I 
stopped washing dishes, gathered 
her m my lap and asked her what 
had happened that day. She told 
me two of her classmates had 
pushed her down and another, 
bad kicked her. She was upset. 
But as she talked her whole de- 
meanor changed, and after a few ' 
minutes she got down and played 
peacefully foe remainder of the 
morning. 

Keep a sense of humor 

Sometimes when I am at foe 
end of my rope, and the children 
know it, and I know they know it, 

I give them a stern look and say, i 


‘Til tickle you for that!" This has 
become one of our methods for 
diffusing the anger, theirs and 
mine, and we usually end up 
giggling. 

Most of all, listen 

Sometimes, just listen. Chil- 
dren get angry too. La them say 
so or teach them appropriate 
ways to express anger, like writ- 
ing it down, drawing a picture, or 
punching a pillow. Use ami teach 
them to use “I” statements: .“I 

feel when , 

happens, and I would like 

Give them 


opportunities to work things out 
for themselves and praise them 
for it. 

Have family meetings or regu- 
lar times to talk. "Ask children 
what they have on tbeir minds, 
what happened at school, and 
how they felt m different situa- 
tions. Let them talk about their 
conflicts. Discuss how conflicts 
have been handled and ask what 
they could have done differently. 
My brother, who has three chil- 
dren at widely different ages — 
on high school senior, one 
seventh-grader, and one in kin- 
dergarten — recently began call- 
ing family meetings in his home. 


The children had some Uq. 
pleasant feedback. My brotluif 
and sister-in-law listened none rj B 
tically. By creating a “safe” en- 
vironmnent voice negative feuj« 
ings, they helped prevent fee hugs 
from being expressed m destruc- 
tive ways. Our family discussions 
frequently take place at foe din- 
ner* table, and each family mem- 
ber has a chance to talk if he or 
she wants to. 


The above article is reprinted 
from foe South Carolina-based 
magazine Peace and Justice 
News. 



Endangered turtles come home 
to aid survival of species 


By Dina Kyridridoo 

Reuter 

KEFALONIA, GREECE — 
Solo slipped into the calm bine- 
sea and quickly swam away from 
the boats full of cameramen and 
photographers frantically filming 
his moment of freedom. 

It was the start of an adventure 
which may help other endangered 
loggerhead sea turtles win the 
fight for survival in a world in- 
creasingly hostile to the 90-mil- 
lion-year old species. 

Solo, Sneaky, Snappy and 
Pente were taken to England as 
eggs from a sea turtle’s nest, laid 
too late in the season for them to 
have hatched. Out of 80 eggs only 
four hatched in captivity. Then 
tile young turtles outgtew their 
tanks, and it was time toogo. 
home. . v 

“We didn’t want them to spend?' 
their whole lives in aquaxiint)s£* 
said marine biologist James 
Sutherland. 

Mr. Sutherland’s team took the 
nest from foe isolated sandy 
beach of Potamakia and cared for 
the turtles for nearly four years at 
Southampton University, in Eng-' 
land, before releasing them some 
250 metres from their nest. 


The first two were freed in May 
and the other pair were due to be 
released early this month. 

In the unpolluted waters 
around the green, hilly Ionian 
Sea island of Kefalonia scientists 
hope the turtles will be free to 
forage, possibly mate and return 
to nest. 

At 70-80 an and 20 kilos, the 
young turtles will have little to 
fear from natural predators. 

“Unfortunately most danger 
comes from man.” Mr. Suther- 
land said. 

If die turtles sunbathe on the 
surface, speedboats can cut them 
to pieces. Long-line fishing can 
fatally injure them and they can 
choke on plastic bags they mis- 
take for their favourite jelly fish. 

Tourists are another threat. 
The Ionian islands, where most 
' tarries in the Mediterranean come 
Jo nest, are popular with British' 
and German tourists. 

But human noise and lights 
scare the turtles from crawling np 
the beach at night to big tbeir 
nests and bury tbeir egjp. 

Environmentalists are trying to 
convince the Greek government 
and local people that eco-tourism 
is a profitable alternative to un- 
controlled beach development. 

In Kefalonia the message 


seems to have sunk in. Signs and 
stickers promote foe protection 
of seals and turtles. 

But on the island of Zakyn- 
focs, the turtles’ main nesting 
place, locals angrily blame eco- 
logists for zoning laws that forbid 
development on some of foe most 
attractive beaches. 

German and British travel 
agents recently joined in the fight 
by boycotting Zakyntbos until 
serious measures are taken to 
safeguard nesting beaches. 

Scientists hope that foe hatch- 
ing experiment will provide a 
last-hope alternative for depleted 
turtle populations. They estimate 
between 5,000 and 10,000 
Caretta-Caretta turtles survive in 
foe Mediterranean but foe num- 
ber of nests dhninMw every year. 

“We won’t know the result of 
this for the next 3640 years, 
when they reach sexual maturity' 
and hopefully return here,” said 
Mr. Sutherland.' 

Transmitters have been fitted 
to two of the turtles, and local 
fishermen enlisted to help moni- 
tor their movements. The elusive 
sea turtles have been known to 
travel vast distances, reportedly 
from the southern coast of the 
United States as for as foe 
Mediterranean. 
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HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
Potash Production Expansion 

I.F.B. No. 30-4857-65-17 
Re-Advertisement 
for 

THE SUPPLY OF ELECTRO-CENTRES 

The Arab Potash Company Limited (APC) of Amman, Jordan plans to 
expand production capacity by 400,000 tonnes per year. The facilities 
will be located on a site adjoining the existing refinery near Safi, on the 
southern end of the Dead Sea, about 200km north of the port of Aqaba. 
The Arab Potash Company invites suppliers, interested in tendering for 
above I.F.B.,. to apply for tender documents to APC or Jacobs at the 
address shown below from which they can obtain the tender documents. 
The cost for each tender copy is U.S.$40- non-refundable. 

1. Mr. Issa Gammoh, 2. Mr. Norman Camler, 

Projects Manager, Jacobs International Iikx, 

The Arab Potash Co., LtcL, Merrlon House, 

P.O.Box 1470, Merrlon Road, 

Amman - Jordan Dublin 4, - Ireland 


Fax No_- 962-3-3771 25/Slte. Fax Noj 353-1-2695497 

Fax No.: 962-6-674416/ Amman H.O. Telex No^ 30295 JCBS-EI 

Telex No j 21683 Potash JO. TeL No.: 353-1-2895666 

Tel. No^ 666165/6- Amman 

665116 or 03-377121-Site 

The supply includes four (4) Nos of prefabricated outdoor electro- 
centres complete with switchgear, lighting, general service sockets and 
air conditioning. 

The closing date for submission of tenders will be 12:00 noon, July 11, 
1992. 

Suppliers who fail to have their bid security in place on/or before the bid 
due date, will not be considered. 

A.Y. Ensour, 

Managing Director, 

The Arab Potash Co., Ltd., 


appointed m a na g in g editor, said 
he had no role m what was 
published in the paper because 
the material came from Baghdad 
or was prepared by Iraqis. 

The daOy always carried a col- 
oured picture of Saddam Hussein 
and its articles were devoted lam- 
basting Kuwait’s A1 Sabah ruling 

famil y. 

It referred to the emir. Sheikh 
Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah, as 
Croesus, the Bibflical figure of 
legendary wealth. A profile of 
King Fabd of Saudi Arabia said 
be wrote love poems to former 
British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher. 


JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKMG, AIR FREK3H1 - 
FORWARDING. OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
' AND, RESERVATIONS. 



CROWN | 

INT’L EST. ii 
Packing, shipping, 1 
forwarding, storage, ■ 
clearing, door-to-door jf 
service 1 

f Agems a* owr 

Tel: 664090 ■ 

Fax: 690852 1 

J>.O.Box S26487 AmmanJ 




Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 


Cnee To*t&S 
Always teued 
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>;ue eerie mm3 Bans 

YOUR BEST CHOICE 
M JORDAN^. 

* Kads Dryctean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 
☆ Keys Service 

* Upholstry, curtains & carpets 
deening 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hat, phone S216S6, Fex 
828163 j 


The first Abett • 
AQABA Chinese Restaurant 

■ In Jordan 

'T'ttnnPOl? rnnn 1stCircle.Jabal Amman, near 

LnJuVr&Jh rUUD AhliyyahjSirfsSchool 

■ TW»«w iy »g Tlcii 

Open dfiHy Open daily 12:00-3:30 

12M-15M & t&30-23'39 p.m. 

6:30-Midmght 

Teh 0-314415 | reLtSOOOO 

MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 

Door to Door. . , „ . 

1 " v, .. y: — " International Cuisine 

Call the frienaly Spanish Specialities 

professio nsls 6 rf Open Lunch & Dinner 

660507 or 660508 For j^i A m™ 

Third Circle TeL 615060 ■ 615061 




4 Rent & 

* Many villas and 
are available fo 
sale - furnished 
nished. 

* Also many lots < 
available for salt 

For further detal 
calf 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


Saudi Real Estate 

687821/22 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-M3dnight 

. TeL $30968 
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Jordan Times 



' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
, Estate, near Kilo 
V Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. \ 

< 6:30 - Midnight y 


Mr. Chen. D. H. 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

. Open daily 
12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 
abal Amman-3rd Circle 
TelJ 641093 
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Holyfield beats Holmes 
in unspectacular match 


LAS VEGAS (R) — Evander 
. .Holyfield insists he fought a 
, smart fight in beating Lany 
.Holmes to retain his undisputed 
. heavyweight title, but if the reac- 
... fion of the fans at die fight is any 
guage his victory was hardly satis- 
fying. 

It appears it must have dis- 
appointed Holyfield, too. 

Just before Friday night's fight 
at Caesars Palace, Holyfield’s 
financial advisor, Shelly Finkel, 
quoted the champion as saying: 
"It won't go past seven rounds.” 

But the 42-year old Holmes 
lasted the foil 12 rounds before 
losing on a unanimous points 
decision. In the process. Holmes, 
who held the heavyweight title 
from 1979 to 1985, picked off a 
lot of Holyfield's punches, slip- 
ped others, often held on aid 
generally frustrated the 29-year- 
old champion. 

“In the George Foreman fight, 
I was able to hit him with a lot of 
clean shots. I was in control,” 
Holyfield said afterward, refer- 
ring to his 12-round unanimous 
, points decision in April, 1991. 

“With Lany, l was not able to 
do that. He fought a good defen- 
sive fight. He was able to turn his 


body, he was able to do tricks. I 
wanted to lure him to the centre 
and hit him with counter shots,”* 
Holyfield said. 

Holyfield's insistence not to be 
drawn onto the ropes in the 11th 
round drew boos from the crowd 
when both fighters just stood still 
for a few moments. * 

Holyfield motioned for Holmes 
to come off the ropes to fight and 
Holmes patiently waited for the 
champion to come in. 

“He acted as if he was the 
champion and I bad to bring the 
fight to him," Holyfield said. 

Holyfield's natural aggression 
prodded him into charing Holmes 
into the ropes where Holmes 
would cover up, lashing out every 
so often with uppercuts and 
body punches. Holyfield, mean- 
while, would insist on throwing 
looping lefts and rights, which 
had very little effect on Holmes. 

In the fourth round. Holmes, 
who out-weighed the champion 
by 23 pounds (10.4 kg), grazed 
Holyfield with an elbow to his 
face which did not appear to be 
accidental. But in the sixth. 
Holmes hit Holyfield - with 
another elbow that opened up a 
nasty cut just above the cham- 


pion’s eye. 

Holyfield's corner later said 
they did not think Holmes inten- 
tionally used his elbow to give 
Holyfield his first cut in a profes- 
sional fight. 

With the blood trickling down 
his cheeck, Holyfield still insisted 
on fighting inside for several 
rounds and Holmes was targeting 
the cut with his jab. 

In the later rounds Holyfield, 
now 28-0, stayed away from the 
ropes, mixing probes to Holmes’s 
stomach with combinations to the 
head. Holyfield also moved more 
from side-to-side, looking to get a 
good angle on the challenger. 

But despite the 13-year differ- 
ence in ages, Holyfield, who re- 
ceived about $18 million for the 
fight, was unable to out-muscle 
the former champion. 

There were scattered boos 
from the crowd in the final two 
rounds — a mixture of slagging 
and wariness — as Holyfield was 
trying to stay oat of trouble and 
Holmes was looking to land a 
knockout punch. 

The result of . Holyfield’s 
third defence of the title he won 
by knocking out James “Buster* 
Douglas in October 1990, left the 
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Evander Holyfield 

champion still undefeated, if un- 
inspiring. 

“I thought 1 could win it,” said 
Holmes, who was paid about $7 
million. “But you can't take no- 
thing from the guy. He’s a tough 
fighter and no matter what peo- 
ple say about him, he’s a good 
champion.” 

Holmes’s epitaph for the fight 
could very well be what he said to 
Muhammad Ali before beating 
him in 1980 to retain the title. 

“Don't let your mind make a 
promise your body can’t keep.” 


Olympics’ showcase sport inundated by controversy 


LONDON (AP) — Five weeks 
before the start of the summer 
games, the Olympics' showcase 
spent appears in turmoil. 

. * Doping scandals, court battles 
fold scheduling disputes have 
dominated track and field in the 
' buildup to Barcelona. 

The controversies raise ques- 
tions about the accuracy of drug 
.tests, the enforcement of suspen- 
sions and the ultimate jurisdiction 
frvfo- the sport and its athletes. 
'/.Two superstars, 400-metre 
.world record-holder Butch 
Reynolds and world sprint cham- 
pion Katrin Krabbe, are making 
news for trying to beat drag 
charges rather than trying to beat 
their best times. 

>.Tbe Reynolds case has chal- 
lenged the authority of the sport's 
-world governing body, the Inter- 
national Amateur Athletic Fed- 
eration (IAAF). 

.-•Reynolds, suspended by the 
1AAF in 1990 for alleged steroid 
use, turned to U.S. courts to fight 
the ban. In Columbus, Ohio Fri- 
day, a federal judge cleared him 
‘to compete in the U.S. Olympic 
^trials this weekend in New 
Orleans. 

’- The IAAF, whose arbitration 


panel recently upheld the ban on 
Reynolds, has vowed to keep him 
out of the Olympics and 
threatened to bar any athlete who 
runs against him. 

“The IAAF sees (the coart 
decision) as challenging the com- 
petence of the ruling of an inter- 
national sports body,” said IAAF 
General Secretary Istvan Gyulai. 
“It is a decision which may lead 
to chaos ... this might lead to the 
suspension of ali U.S. 400-metre 
runners at the Olympic Games.” 

Krabbe, world champion in the 
100 and 200 metres, was banned 
by the German Athletics Federa- 
tion (DL V) for alleged manipula- 
tion of urine samples — only to 
be reinstated when the federa- 
tion's legal panel found no evi- 
dence of wrongdoing. The case 
will be heard by the lAAFs 
arbitration panel on June 27-29. 

“We are very, very upset,” said 
Primo Nebiolo, the IAAF presi- 
dent. “We are a family and this is 
as though our children have be- 
come lost. When something like 
this happens, we just stop and 
say, *wby did it happen?’ 

“We have to face the problem 
and say, *was it education? Was it 
a problem with the rules? Why 


Armenia deals Russia 1st 
loss in Chess Olympiad 


MANILA (R) — Smbat Lputian 
of Armenia defeated Russia’s 
Alexander Dreev Saturday to 
hand the Russian team their first 
loss in the 30th World Chess 
Olympiad in Manila. 

Lputian forced Dreev to resign 
their adjourned game in 72 moves 
to a Catalan opening to lead 
Armenia to a slim 2.5-1.5 victory, 
bat the result only slightly dented 
Russia’s lead over the 112-nation 
field. 

“I’m glad we won, but it 
seems... we shall fight ouly for 
second place because first place is 
almost sure for Russia, ” said 
Armenian team leader Rafael 
Vaganian, who drew hts 10th 
match Thursday against world 
champion Garry Kasparov. 

“We lost our first match. 
Dreev’s position was already bad 
although he had some chances for 
a draw,” Russian team Captain 
Yuri Razuvayev said. 

Armenia’s victory allowed them 
to move into second place, 3.5 
points adrift of the frontrunning 
Russians who have 29 points. 


They were facing die United 
States in the 11th round with the 
Americans trailing them by just 
half a point. 

The Russians defeated top riv- 
als the United States and Ukraine 
in earlier games in the 14-round 
tournament which ends on June 
25. Kasparov’s team faced Ice- 
land Saturday. 

In women’s action, China are 
seeking to preserve the narrow 
lead they seized for the first time 
Thursday over Georgia and 
Ukraine. The Chinese have 20 
points while the Georgians and 
the Ukrainians are half a point 
behind. 

- The Chinese were battling 
Romania while Georgia met Rus- 
sia and Ukraine tangled with 
Latvia Saturday. 

“For us, every match is now 
important,” said former world 
champion Maya Chiburdanidze 
of Georgia. “We hope to win 
against Russia and we hope 
Romania can do very well against 
China.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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HALF A LOAF IS NOT NECESSARILY BETTER 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 

* A Q 8 4 
7 A Q J 
C- B 3 

*KJ72 

■WEST EAST / 

♦ K 10 3 * Void 

■7 976 re 43 2 

■ 0 A K 8 4 2 v Q 10 9 7 6 
464 49853 

SOUTH 
4 J9 7 6 S 2 

• ? K lO 8 

t 5 J 

: 4 A Q 10 

•The bidding: 

iNorth East South West 

'1 NT Pass 3 * 

t 4 r 'Pass 6* 

Pass Pass 

' Opening lead: King of 0 
•- South came dose Co making the 
ijpade slam on this deal from a team 
match. Unfortunately, that counts 
pniy in horseshoes, not in bridge, 
b North’s four hearts was a cue-bid 
Sn support of spades. It showed a 
maximum no trump in support of 
spades and first-round control of 
hearts, while denying any lower- 
jrahking ace. South elected to take a 
shot at slam despite the fact that 
fbere was a sure loser in diamonds. 


West led the king of diamonds 
and continued with the ace, ruffed 
in the closed hand. Declarer had to 
bring in the trump suit without loss, 
and the percentage play was to take 
a finesse. A low spade to the queen 
won, but when East failed to follow 
declarer was stranded with a spade 
loser and suffered a one-trick 
setback. 

At the other table the contract 
was a more modest four spades, and 
here, too, the lead was the king of 
diamonds, followed by the ace. De- 
clarer ruffed and elected to take the 
spade finesse. But instead of leading 
a low spade. South led the jack! 

Had West played low, declarer 
would have run the knave and then 
taken another finesse to pick up the 
king, so West covered. That proved 
to be equally unavailing. The ace 
won, end the trump position was 
revealed when East showed out De- 
clarer returned to hand with the 
king of hearts and led a spade, tak- 
ing the marked finesse for the ten. 
Making four-odd with two 
overtricks. 

Knowing the percentage play 
when bolding 10 cards in the suit 
missing the king is only half the 
problem. Leading the right card is as 
important to solving d 


have they fallen into trouble?’ 
For us, this is a tragedy.” 

“We love and respect athletes 
like Katrin Krabbe and Butch 
Reynolds and it hurts us that they 
are in trouble,” Mr. Nebiolo said. 

“It’s like when one of your 
children rebels against you. We 
are sad, but we have an obliga- 
tion to respect our rales. Die 
rules are die rales, and if we don’t 
respect them we can’t move for- 
ward.” 

Also involved in a doping con- 
troversy is Delisa Floyd, the two- 
time U.S. national champion in 
the women’s 800 who received a 
four-year ban m 1991. She claims 
the U.S. Olympic drag hotline 
told her die banned subdance 
was legal. But a judge in Denver 
refused to lift the ban, saying the 
responsibility lies with the indi- 
vidual. 

The cases have attracted added 
attention coining on the eve of 
the Barcelona games, which open 
on July 25. 

“If they had broken the rales 
last year, we would have been 
happy to deal with them last 
year,” Mr. Nebiolo said. “But I 
think it’s better to have these 
problems- now than ^during 1 -the 
Olympics.We'wffldcal -witheV- 
erything that comes our way.” 

IAAF officials say track’s prob- 
lems -are magnified because of the 
sport’s size and recognition. 

“Yon most consider that track 
and field is by for the most 
important event ' at the Olym- 
pics,” said IAAF Chief of Staff 
Enrico Jacormni. “The sport is 
growing. There’s lots of money, 
lots of attention. Inevitably all 
the problems that come op get a 
greater audience in the bigger 
sports than the smaller sports.” 

The IAAF flexed its muscles to 
force Barcelona organisers, after 


seven months of resistance, to 
change the Olympic track timet- 
able to give U.S. sprinter Michael 
Johnson a chance to go for gold 
medals in both the 200, and 400 
metres. 

But by the time the change was 
approved Wednesday, Johnson 
said it was too late: He’d already 
decided to ran only in the 200. 

The IAAF said it would go 
ahead with the changes anyway, 
but some questioned the wisdom 
of the whole process. 

“I think you should ay this is 
die timetable and stick to it,” said 
John Holt, a former IAAF gener- 
al secretary. “I disagree with 
making changes for individual 
athletes. It’s compietiy unfair. It 
shows a lack of stability That’s 
not the hallmark of the IAAF, 
which usually is a stable organisa- 
tion.” 

The stability of the IAAF is 
being tested by the whole 
Reynolds affair. 

Mr. Gyulai said the issue boils 
down to who should have the 
authority to govern the sport and 
enforce its rales. 

■ -“Should a court in Ohio. have 
the highest ^anffaqrfty. in athle- 
itks?” he sa& “What would hap- 
>pea if dttf’jnrisdictiohs of all '200 
member federations challenged 
the IAAFs rating?” 

• The lAAF’s stance on 
Reynolds has the backing of the 
International Olympic Commit- 
tee. The drag test was conducted 
at an IOC-accredited laboratory 
in Paris. 

“I believe die Reynolds case 
.was perfectly well treated by the 
IAAF and I support their ac- 
tions,” said Prince Alexandre De 
Merode, chairman of the IOCs 
Medical Commissioa. “1 believe 
we have to be firm and strong in 
our decision.” 
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Seles faces a rough 
ride at Wimbledon 


LONDON (R) — The players, 
the media, even Croatian 
rationalists — everyone is going 
to be gunning for Monica Seles at 
Wimbledon next week. 

Seles will need to summon up 
all her legendary powers of con- 
centration to ignore all the dis- 
tractions around her. 

Players like Steffi Graf, the 
defending champion, know that 
Wimbledon offers them the best 
chance of the year to beat the 
world number one. 

Grass has never been Seles's 
favourite surface and though she 
is learning to volley in practice 
she still bas trouble coming to the 
net in matches. 

By contrast Graf, and nrine- 
times champion Martina Navrati- 
lova — Seles’s projected semifin- 
al opponent — never feel happier 
than when they walk out on the 
Wimbledon grass. 

German Graf is the bookmak- 
ers’ favourite to win the. Grand 
Slam event again and Navratilova 
can never be discounted, even 
though she has now reached the 
age of 35 and unexpectedly lost in 
the second round at Eastbourne 
this week. 

But it .is not only the other 
players that Seles, already winner 
of the Australian and French 
Opens, must face. 

The British tabloid press, re- 
nowned for their love of gossip 
and their determination in track- 
ing it down, still want to know 
what happened last year. 

Then, Seles, angered Wimble- 
don organisers by polling out at 
the last minute and laying a vague 
trail of excuses which only served 
to fuel wild press speculation 
about dozens of possible reasons 
for her w ithdra wal. 

Some said she was pregnant, 
others that she had been in a car 
accident, while the more cynical 
suggested she was just trying to 
protect her number one ranking 
and a sponsor’s bonus linked to 
it. 

Seles was fined $6,000 by the 
women’s Tennis Association 
(WTA) for the move and a furth- 
er $20,000 for going to play an 
exhibition tomnsmeat in the Un- 
ited States soon afterwards. 

Seles insists the incident is his- 
tory but she would be naive to 
expect the dogged Wimbledon 
media to drop the matter. 

The U.S.-based Yugoslav has 
already side-stepped one con- 
troversy. 

.When Croatian' nationalists 
.threatened to demonstrate 
against ber continuing to play as a 
Yugoslav, she asked Wimbledon 
officials to list her in the program- 
me as Monica Seles of Sarasota, 
Florida, her home town. 

Whether that wfll be enough to 
satisfy her critics remains to be 
seen. 

While men’s eighth seed Goran 
Ivanisevic, a former Davis Cup 
player for Yugoslavia who now 
represe n ts Croatia, has always 
been keen to talk about the situa- 
tion at borne. Serbian-born Seles 
maintains a strict silence on the 
matter, preferring to discuss ber 
new haircut or her latest Paris 
shopping trip. 

Seles, who made the Wimble- 
don quarterfinals two years ago. 


is known for her nerves of steel 
but, as Graf oould tell her, con- 
troversy off the court can ■affect 
play on it. 

The former world number one 
went through a bad patch when 
the German media hounded her 
family about a paternity case — 
later dismissed — brought against 
her father Peter by a nude model. 

These days, with all the prob- 
lems safely behind, Graf is look- 
ing good again, although ber 
nerve foiled her when she lost the 
French Open final to Seles two 
weeks ago after saving five 
matebpoints. 

But Graf is ready to go for her 
fourth Wimbledon tide. 

“I am looking forward to it 
very much,” said Graf, who mis- 
sed the Australian Open because 
of a virus. “Whenever I get to 
London it is always special to 
me.” 

Navratilova, the record-bokJer 
in numbers of Wimbledon tides, 
feels the same way. 

“All my memories of Wimble- 
don are happy ones,” said the 
American, who last won ■ in 
1990.” I have played my best 
tennis there and who’s to say I 
can’t win again?” 

Third seed Gabriela Sabatini of 
Argentina, last year’s runner-up, 
is looking more and more at 
borne on grass but number five 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario will find 
it hard not to be distracted by the 
looming prospect of. a possible 
Olympic tide on ber favourite 
surface, day, in ber home town of 
Barcelona. 

While women’s tennis presents 
a huge gap in ability between the 
top few and the rest, there are 
still one or two players who could 
produce upsets. 

American Zina Garrison beat 
Seles and Graf in succession to 
reach the final two years ago, 
although her form has been less 
im press i ve of late. 

The unseeded Linda Harvey- 
Wild of the U.S. wfll be fan of 
confidence after beating Navrati- 
lova in Eastbourne and tall 
Dutchwoman Brenda Schultz 
fancies ber chances after winning 
in Edgbestoa last week. 

Meanwhile Stefan Edberg of 
Sweden, the No. 2 seed, will open 
his Wimbledon campaign Mon- 
day against Steve Bryan of the 
United Stales after his original 
opponent, Andres Gomez of 
Ecuador, withdrew Thursday 
with a knee injury. 

Goran Prpkr of ’‘Croatia also- 
withdrew from ' the Gland SlaipL 5 
eyent ThtiQft££ ^oth' Jan' foiklc. ; 
injury. The-fof England dnfr,’, \ 
’ “which runs Wimbledon, reputed 1 ■ 
Prpic with qualifier Henrik Holm 
of Sweden. Holm will play feOow- 
qualifier Grant Doyfe, an Austra- 
lian junior. 

Meanwhile the “world’s 
greatest tixnvoo grass” is about 
the only thing which ought divert 
large sections of the British public 
away from the latest gossip about 
the royal family, if only until 
Princess Diana shows herself in 
the royal box. 

life moves on elsewhere, but 
at Wimbledon the burning issues 
remain the same. 

What officials wearily acknow- 
ledge is that the established char- 
acters are still the mam attrac- 
tion. 
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FORECAST COR SUNDAY JUNE, 21, BW 

By Thdmas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

yon «»> do to make them more 
valuable and to enhance their pre- 
sent appearance. 

inar- (September 23 to October 
22) You would be wise to go «n ia 
the world and show your charm 
and ability to please and ddight 
your friends in the worid of enter- 
tainmeot, amusement. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) A romantic attitude to- 
wards the- one of whom you are 
most food can be the means by 
which you have your happiest time 
now and then make future joint 

plum. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This 
Father’s Day is not the time to 
become involved with anything of 
a sinister nature. Be articulate in 
expressing your views. Combine 
mental with manual de- 

xterity and skflL’ 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Get 
a new attitude towards an interest- 
ing and don’t try t o gt 

either of them to go akmg with 
your views but back up their stand- 
point. 

TADRC& (April 20 to May 20) 
Look for whatever service you can 
render another even though it 
means yon have to give out with a 
little more cash than you bad anti- 
cipated. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Consider continuing in the same 
romantic pleasures with your mate 
instead of an urge now to go off in 
some different direction just for 
kicks. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Whatever you have in 
■wind about family affairs is good 
so pursue them and refrain from 
wasting time at some outside 
worldly activity. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
are certainly able now to contain 
by phone or personally those 
friends and oontads with whom 
you have some continuing rela- 
tionship. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A day when you can wisely 
consider your assets and just wbat 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Your longtime de- 
sire to see more of a cooperative 
and charming friend can now be 
put in motion so make appoint- 
ments for future associ a tions. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Look for that, person 
of prestige who is available to you 
this day and consult about an 
ability that you wish to bring be- 
fore the public. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) A day to look into every 
source of information by which you 
can have more scope to your think- 
ing, horizons or your general acti- 
vities. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Now your hunches are very 
aocorate about bow you can best 
go forward to a better understand- 
ing and rapport with the person 
who is closest to yon. 


THE BETTER HALF, 
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Tm not a bossy woman, am I, 
Stanley? ANSWER MEN” 


Unscramble these four Jumbiee. 

i one letter to each square^ to form 

, four ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD QAME 
| 9 by Heart Arnold and Bob Lee 

•• ■ 


YANDD | 


nn 




ilWfoteMa 

UMYK 


IC 



BIMGAT 


□ 





UNRICH 


un 



HE THOUGHT HE 
WAS IN THE GROOVE, 
BUT HE WAS 
REALLY THI0. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, aa sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday’s 


Print answer here: ( ]Q |H C III 

(AnswerMomoot nv) 

Jumbles: WEPT TASTY PIGEON FORKED 
Answer She has tots of Mends — TO “SPEAK” OF 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Rights org. 

5 Authoritative 
statements 
10 Stand behind 

14 Kind of shark 

15 Monsters 

16 — Bator 

17 Tennis moment 
of truth 

19 — avts 

20 Artist's sfcxSo 

21 Latest fashion 
(wrfth7D) 

23 Asner and Ames 

24 Asteroid ot note 

25 Pleads 

28 Paddle 

29 Valle d — (tt. 
region) 

33 Indian 
34 Alert 

36 Shrewdness 

37 James Baldwin 
novel 

40 Celtic heir, bi 
early Ireland 
41 12/24 and 12/31 

42 Records 

43 Trap 

44 Lingerie Item 

45 Dogs - 
48 Try 

48 Refrain syfafaie 
SO Near dm 
seashore 
53 Constructed 

57 First lady of scat. 

58 Famous 
ecdyslast 

60 Playwright 

Simon 

61 Attempt again 

62 Acting award 

63 Carry 

64 Reference book 

B5 Felt Sony 

DOWN 

1 — mater 

2 Ulster 

3 Not on time 

4 Sam and Remus 

5 — out (solves) 

6 Stravinsky 
7See2lA 

8 Auxiliary ship 
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9 Dalsyflke (tower 

10 Becomes 
exhausted 

11 Jai — 

12 Show interest 

13 Knot on a tree 
16 Concealed 

22 Responds to a 

stimulus 

24 Food factory 

25 Rams 

26 " — Frame" 

27 Actress 
Davis 

28 Mine output 

30 Grin 

31 City near 
Phoemx 

» “t- of robins-," 
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Cyprus links pound to ECU 


Mg.OSIA (R) - Cypr.,, 
p^sig for membership of the 
Comm unity (EC), 
area the Cyprus pound to the 
E ropean Currency Umt (ECU) 
rnday. 

_The central bank said the fink, 
took effect at UD p!m! 
(1020 GMT), would enhance con- 
fidence in the Cyprus potmd and 
piy & fe gromd ferfall mem- 
bership. 

“The move... rim* at farther 


Arab banks urged to create cartels 


enkigemeot,” the bank said in a 
statement 

Cyprus signed an association 
agreement with the EC in 1972 
ted aggKed for mem b e r s hip in 

Seventy per cent of the Wand’s 
total external tnasaetions in 
goods and services are with the 


to mat of Europe and sets in 
motion t he fo rces for a wider 
monetary reform »i i institution- 
al transformation, so thafCyprus 
wfiB be ready to join the EC ib a 
faD member on the first round of 


The bank set the central rate 
for die pound at 1.7086 ECUs, 
the prcvdfing mid-rate as calcu- 
lated by the-trade-weighted bas- 
ket method in use since July 1973. 

It said it wonld be allowed to 
fluctuate wi thin a margin of 2J2S 
per cent above or below the 
central rate — ■ between upper 
and lower limits at 1.7470 and 


1.6702 ECUs. 

Tbe central bank hte proving 
ly tied the pound to a basket of 15 
currencies, induing the U.S. 
dollar and the Japanese yen. 

The decision to link the pound 
to the ECU is a unilateral action. 
Officials in Brussels said it re- 
quired no action and imposed no 
obligations on the EC and its 
member states. 

“The economic performance of 
Cyprus already converges to a 
large extent to that of most EC 
member states, while further me- 
asures are envisaged in order to. 
reach and maintain, over the next 
few years the economic criteria 
that have been set at the Maas- 
tricht summit of December 
1991” the bank said. 


Cyprus still imposes foreign 
currency restrictions. Interest 
rates are set by law. 

The European Commission 
welcomed the decision of Cyprus 
to link its pound to the ECU, 
noting Cyprus has had a sound 
economic performance in the last 
10 years and dose Knlot with tire 
Community. 

“This move extends farther the 

acme of monetary stabQhy which 
is bang established in Europe, 
and it also co nfirm s the import- 
ance of die ECU," the comms- 
sfon said in a statement. 

It said the move also showed 

Cyprus’s commitment to pursue 
stability-orientated economic 


DAMASCUS (R) — A senior 
Arab banker advised Arab banks 
to consolidate by forming cartels 
in order to be more competitive. 

Adnan A1 Hindi, secretary- 
general of the Union of Arab 
Banks (UAB) also told Renters 
bis agency was seeking measures 
to give depositors more confi- 
dence in the Arab banking 
system. 

International banks were creat- 
ing strong cartels “that Arab 
banks could not compete with If 
they were not united,” Dr. Hindi 
said in an interview. 

“Arab banks are currently fac- 
ing several problems and chal- 
lenges if we take into considera- 
tion the new alliances and cartels 


created within the international 
banking system” he pointed out. 

Dr. Hindi, whose union groups 
all, Arab commercial banks and 
most central banks said bank 
desposits in the 21-member coun- 
' tries of the Arab League totalled 
$338 billion in 1990. Their invest- 
ment in the same year stood at 
$450 billion. 

“With this volume of money 
Arab banks could have a big say 
in international banking affairs if 
they were united,” be said. 

“Arab banks should start from 
now working to achieve greater 
cooperation and coordination 
and to create cartels noting that 
competition wtih international 


banks had become very strong,” 
the UAB chief said. 

Dr. Hindi, in Damascus for a 
seminar on the insurance of bank 
deposits in Arab countries, said 
the Beirut-based UAB which is 
an Arab League" agency, was 
promoting investment in Arab 
countries rather than abroad. 

It was therefore seeking the 
best ways of providing confidence 
in the Arab banking system. 

Dr. Hindi said recommenda- 
tions by the three-day seminar in 
which 47 bankers from various 
Arab countries took part urged 
Arab authorities to give deposi- 
tors confidence in the banking 
system. 
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LONDON (AP) — Lloyd’s of About one-fifth of the 26,000 
London has said it will not bail names were badly hit in 1989, the 
out thousands of imfividnal inves- latest year for which accounts are 
tors in the insurance market who being finalised, 
face huge claims to cover unde r - They wanted Lloyd’s to limit 
writing losses. their debts now and share the 


But Lloyd’s agreed to limit the losses as 
possible future losses of die so- the firm 
called “names,” who pledged “Then 
their personal wealth to under- names w 
write ins ur ance risks. Mr. Lor 


losses among aD the names, but 
the firm said no. 

“There were probably 5,000 
names who were badly hit,” said 
Mr. Lord in a radio interview. 


Starting wad year individual “There were probably 22,000 
members’ losses will be pegged to .names who were not, and I am 
80 per oent of their gross pre- not sure from which of those two 
mi nm limi t in a four-year period, constituencies the biggest ciy 
Lloyd’s Deputy nmimwii Alan would have come.” 

Lord said at a news c onferen ce. Names face unlimited liability 
The names, whp indude law- and are required to deposit a 
makers, sports and entertainment third of their underwriting limit, 
personalities face big cash calk The minimum is £250,000 
after a series of bad years ax ($467,500). 

Lloyd’s cansedby a ran or natural Lloyd’s refused to efip into its 

disasters and d trims to .dean up £1 billion ($1.87 billion) central 
poDntion. fond for paying any claims that 


Lloyd’s refused to dip into its 
£1 billion ($1.87 billion) central 
fund for paying any claims that 
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Lloyd’s refuses to bail out ‘names’ 


402 2.400 2.400 2.400 

2,250 2.150 2.250 2.250 

4.200 4.330 4.200 4.200 

4,450 1.320 1.350 1.330 

4,160 5.200 5.200 5.200 

1,235 2.500 2.470 2.470 

35,771 1.400 1.390 1.410 

1,426 1.020 1.070 1.030 

15,713 0.920 0.910 0.920 

23,277 0.740 0.750 0.730 

6.200 3.100 3.100 3.100 

2,031 1.550 1.530 1.5JC 

32,369 2.500 2.500 2.530 

315.036 7.600 7.600 7.5B0 

450,616 10.300 10.250 10.030 

250,565 5.750 5.700 5.650 

2,125 20.900 21.250 21.250 
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cannot be met elsewhere through 
the Lloyd’s system. 

The guarantee that claims 
would be paid is vital to retain the 
confidence of policyholders, Mr. 
Lord said. 

In a letter sent to names 
Wednesday, Lloyd’s Chairman 
David Coleridge wrote, “all the 
society's available reso ur ces must 
be used to- reinforce the security 
behind Lloyd’s policies, which is 
the cornerstone of our business.” 

He added there was “no viable 


scheme" to alleviate the grave 
personal losses. 

Lloyd’s now faces legal action 
from the losers complaining ab- 
out the way it conducts business. 

There is also a hardship fond 
set up two years ago and adminis- 
tered by a committee chaired by 
Mary Archer, wife of novelist 
Jeffrey Archer. It has offered 
help to rally 39 of 1,185 names 
who have applied. 


as long as it is not a mansion, and 
can expea to retain an income 
well above average while they are 
given time to pay their debts. 

The present system means 
names arc liable for their entire 
assets if the syndicate through 
which they operate is facing 
heavy claims. 

In practice, investors who are 
willing to pay something are not 


Successful applicants are * bankrupted and the central fund 
allowed to keep their main home, takes over. 


Petrol retail prices rise 
on both sides of the Atlantic 


LONDON (R) — Summer holi- 
day motorists on both sides of the 
Atlantic are starting to feel the 
impact of OPEC’s latest bid to 
boost crude oil prices. 

U.S. petrol pump prices are at 
the highest in 16 months. 

In Europe, Britain has seen 
service station forecourt prices at 
a record in nominal pound sterl- 
ing terms, higher than during the 
crisis in 1990 after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait. 

The British jump drew re- 
newed accusations from the 
opposition Labour Party that oil 
companies were gouging the con- 
sumer. 

“Under the spokescreen of 
world prices and tax changes they 
have managed to grab more erf 
the action fbr‘-thetnseives t ” said 
.Frank -Dobson; -Labour. Party 
spokesman on energy. 

George Michatelri, vice presi- 
dent at the Dallas-based consult- 
ing firm of Turner, Mason and 
Co., said higher U.S. petrol 
prices in part reflected a new 
production accord among the 13 
members of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC). 

OPEC ministers decided in 
May to keep o utput quotas slight- 
ly below projected demand for oil 
In the July-Septcmbcr quarter. 

Crude oil prices have edged 
higher. North Sea Brent blend, 
the world benchmark, is trading at 
around $21 per barrel (42 U.S. 
gallons) compared with $18.50 at 
the start of the year. 

A weekly American Auto- 
mobile Association survey 
showed self-service regular un- 
leaded petrol up 1.1 cents at 


$1,176 a gallon (about 31 cents 
per litre), its highest since Febru- 
ary 1991. 

The British rises last week took 
die price per litre of the favoured 
pr emium unleaded grade to 53.9 
pence sterling ($1.00). 

Generally, taxation makes 
European petrol pump prices 
much higher than those paid in 
tire United States, in a rough 
range between 75 carts and $1.00 
pa litre. 

Ofl companies elsewhere may 
be tempted to follow the trend in 
Britain and try to sting the sum- 
mer holiday motorist with in- 
creases provided they can make 
them stick. 

Sluggish demand, however, 
may leave refiners squeezed be- 
tween high crude oil costs and a 
flat market- for products. - - 

The profit on nmning a barrel 
of crude through the average 
'European refinery has roughly 
halved since December to about 
$2.00. Refiners say that they, not 
consumers, are hurting. 

A spokesman at Deutsche 
Shell A.G., a unit of the Anglo- 
Dutch Shell Group, said pump 
prices in Germany were not high 
c ur r en tly and “there is a strong 
downward press ure in the mar- 
ket.” 

German prices ranged between 
134 pfennings and 139 pfennings 
for a litre erf 92-octane ova the 
last few weeks — which works 
out at about 85 U.S. cents. 
Deutsche Shell tried a price rise 
of three pfennings on June 3 but 
strong competition beat it back. 

Average petrol prices in France 
have hardly budged in recent' 
weeks, according to tine industry 


JOB VACANCY 

The cultural section of the French Embassy in Jordan is in 
need of an experienced secretary and translator. The 
candidate should possess an excellent command of the 
French language (written, spoken, read), as well of the 
.Arabic language. 

Interested applicants should send their detailed resume to 
this address before June 30: 

P.O.B. 35287 
Telephone: 642 878 
Amman - Jordan 


T77T 


77TT7T7Y 


A newly-established private firm requires the services of a 
full time executive secretary for the general manager's 
office. 

Good pay! 

Qualified and interested, call 602972 or 605634 
between 8:30 - 1:30 & 3:30 - 6:30 


Imo \m& 

tfTEi 


^TECHNOLOGY 

NOTEBOOKS 

80386 SX . ZD Mhz . 42 MB HD.D , SVGA. Elegant CASE £ Light Weight 

VLS WINDOWS V3J. HARDDISK DRIVES UPGRADE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 

P.C Pro f 692553 



Required a pleasant, efficient secretary with good general 
skills. Arabic/English typing and fluency in English is a 
must. Shorthand, wordprocessing is a bonus. 

Send CVs in confidence ASAP to: 

General Manager 

P.OJSox 141483 - Wadi Al Seer. 


ministry. But there has been a 
slight rise since the early part of 
the year. 

Elsewhere among typical holi- 
day destinations, pump prices in 
Spain are set by the government 
every 15 days. The ceiling is 
exported to be lifted some time 
this year to let them fluctuate 
freely. Companies blame a new 
petrol tax for a recent rise. 

A conservative government in 
Greece liberalised .petrol prices 
last March. Since then they have 
gone up about 10 pa cent and 
companies see further rises in line 
with crude costs. 

In other European countries, a 
tax hike pushed Furnish pump 
prices up slightly on June 1 when 
95-octane rose to around 94 U.S. 
cents a litre. Prices are now 
“among the highest ever,” an 
official of state-owned energy 
company Neste said. 

In Denmark a Texaco spokes- 
man said premium leaded petrol 
was up just ova three pa cent in 
three' months. Prices now exceed 
$1.00 a litre but tax cuts have 
been made to try to stop Danes 
crossing the frontier to fill up in 
Germany. 


In tbe Netherlands “prices arc m a lon 8 time 

relatively high at the moment due ag °' ... . 

to developments in the Rotta- Asked how ha life would 
dam root market fell owing May's , an £ e ’ ***** ^ a n sa ~ 

OPEC deal,” a major oil com- in 8 rnmcd: I / 1 start counting my 


“Public confidence is the cor- 
nerstone for the creation of a 
good banking system. To protect 
this confidence depositors should 
know their money being invested 
is not at risk,” he said. 

“Governments could find a 
m ech a ni sm to pay back money to 
de^poshorsincaseofabaiik faces 
any problem and this could be 
made through payment from the 
government's central bank or 
through a special body," he 
added. 

This body, which Dr. 'Hindi 
said should mini tor the activities 
of banks, could be financed 
through contributions from the 
banks. 


Estonia 

ditches 

rouble 


MOSCOW (R) — Tbe Baltic 
state of Estonia Saturday became 
the first former Soviet republic to 
ditch the rouble currency, ex- 
changing it For its own brightly- 
coloured banknotes. 

The new currency, the kroon, 
was eagerly exchanged by Esto- 
nians anxious to reinforce their 
independence and empty their 
wallets of one of the last relics of. 
five decades of Soviet rule. 

Local journalists said people 
queued for kroons at exchange 
offices around the tiny country, 
which along with Latvia and 
Lithuania restored its pre-war in- 
dependence following last year-s 
failed Kremlin coup. ‘ 

“Thery're so beautiful. I have 
to buy a new purse. I don’t want 
to crease them,” gasped onfe 
young woman as she examined 
tbe notes. . - • 

The kroon, which will com- 
pletely replace the rouble within 
three days, became Estonia’s 
only legal tender from 4 aim. 
Saturday. 

Estonian residents were being 
offered 10 roubles for one kroon 
on sums up to 1,500 roubles, and 
50 to one for greater sums. The 
currency will be convertible and 
pegged to the German mark at an 
initial rate of eight kroons to one 
mark. 

Thousands of volunteers man- 
ned the country’s 800 exchange' 
points. In the capital Tallinn, old 
women draped in blankets waited 
| all jnight in some places but the 
money change appeared to go off 
smoothly. 

“I feel very serene," said Ene 
Vanjaru, a 22-year-old student. 

A housewife standing in front 
of her interrupted, saying: “it 
could have come a long time 
ago.” 

Asked how ha life would 


.pony said. money. It will be much more 

difficult to take money out of my 
The table shows latest prices purse... my wallet will be much 
per litre for premium leaded thinner." 


grades in selected west European Rampant inflation has eroded 
countries. the value of the rouble in recent 

. . months, forcing people to carry 

Britain 53.9 pence ( SI. OUj huge wads of notes to make 

Denmark 6.20 krona iSl. 02) everyday purchases. 

Finland 4.00 markka (S0.94) Several former Soviet repub- 
Franee 5.31 francs ($1.00) lies, anxious to assert their inde- 
Germany 134-139 pfeunings(S0.85) pendence and shield their econo- 
Greece 147chadnnas($$0.78) mies from problems related to the 
Netherlands 1.87 guilders ($1.05) non-convertible rouble, plan to 
Spain 96 pesetas ($0.74) introduce their own currencies. 


Britain 

Denmark 

Finland 

France 

Germany 

Greece 


53.9 pence (SI. OUj 
6.20 krona (SI .02) 
4.00 markka ($0.94) 


WANTED URGENTLY 

A one-bedroom furnished apartment with 
telephone. 

Contact 641895 


Car For Sale 
(Duty Unpaid) 

MITSUBISHI Galant, 1986 model, mileage 83,000 km. 
Embassy's car, regularly maintained in v. good condition. 
Best offer. 

Please call 637153/4 8 am.-3 p.m. 
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Fighting In Sarajevo holds up 
U.N. operation to open airport 


BELGRADE (Agencies) — 
Sporadic shelling in the besieged 
Bosnian capital Sarajevo Satur- 
day held up a U.N. operation to 
open the city airport and fly in 
emergency supplies to 300,000 
trapped and starving civilians. 

Sarajevo Radio said several 
people were hart when shells 
landed in or near a market after 
people emerged from shelters to 
look for scarce food. No deaths 
were reported. 

Residents said Serb paramilit- 
ary forces had rained shells on 
Sarajevo through the night from 
surrounding hills and sporadic 
gunfire echoed around the city 
Saturday morning. 

A spokesman for United Na- 
tions peacekeepers! in Sarajevo 
said the fighting made it impossi- 
ble to go ahead immediately with 
an agreement for rival forces to 
remove their guns from around 
the airport and open it for 
emergency airlifts. 

“We can't implement an agree- 
ment under these conditions,’' 
spokesman Adrian Abdul Razek 
said by telephone from Sarajevo. 

“This sort of thing slows down 
our work. We have to wait until 
we have a reasonably safe road to 


the airport. We have to see 
whether it is quiet.” 

He said* U.N. team had been 
pinned down in the airport on the 
outskirts of Sarajevo by artillery 
fire. Some of their vehicles were 
damaged Friday daring what he 
called a major breach of a cease- 
fire in force since Monday. 

Some 7,200 people have been 
reported killed m about three 
months of fighting between Serbs 
resisting Bosnia-Herzegovina’s 
newly won independence from 
Yugoslavia and mainly Muslim 
and Croat forces who support 
secession. 

Tbe people napped in Sarajevo by a 
more than two-month siege by 
the Serb paramilitaries are de- 
sperate for food, water and medi- 
cine which have almost run out. 
They spend most of their time in 
shelters because of almost con- 
stant shelling. 

“Most buildings have been' 
blackened and there is no one on 
the streets but the military. Just a 
few people scurry around, hug- 
ging walls and running across 
roads," said Greg Barrowdiff, a 
representative of the French 
humanitarian group jEquilibre. 

He said Equflibre had deli- 


vered most of tbe 130 tonnes of 
food, medicine, water, stretchers 
and other supplies which it 
brought to Sarajevo Thursday in 
the biggest relief convoy to reach 
the city for several weeks. 

Sarajevo residents said the aid 
was bang handed out to civilians 
but it was too little to make much 
difference. 

"It is almost impossible to find 
food — just bread and nettles. 
Hygiene is also a problem. We 
have hardly any soap, soap pow- 
der or toothpaste and what there 
is has became very expensive,’' 
radio editor Zoran Pirolic said. 

The Serb forces have vowed to 
seize Sarajevo after taking con- 
trol of two-thirds of Bosnian 
territory but military experts say 
a gradual withdrawal of the 
Yugoslav army from Bosnia has 
stripped them of vital support in a 
blow to their war effort. 

The Bosnian Muslim-Croat 
presidency signed an agreement 
with the U.N. peacekeeping 
forces Friday under which Serb 
forces would hand Sarajevo air- 
port to the U.N. and Muslim- 
Croat units would pul] their guns 
out of range of tbe runway. 

U.N. officials said rival mflitia 


commanders had agreed to start 
reining in them men this weekend 
but Mr. Abdul Razek made dear 
tbe plan would go ahead as 
quickly as was hoped. 

Fighting has also continued in 
other parts of Bosnia while media 
attention is focused on Sarajevo. 


Muslim-run media reported 
fighting in Novi Travnik north- 
west of Sarajevo and m the north- 
ern dty of Tnzia. Croatian Radio 
reported heavy dashes in foe 
northern Bosnian town of Der- 
-venta and in Bihac on its western 
border. 


Serbian television reported 
sporadic fighting overnight in 
southwestern Bosnia- Herzego- 


vina. 


Bosnian officials said Saturday 
they recaptured Zlatiste, a hill 
lost to Serbs two days ago, and 
were advancing around another. 


In tbe e thnicall y mixed, high- 
rise suburb of Dobrinja, Serb 
infantry, tanka and transport 
vehicles were endrdinga housing 
block, apparently preparing for 
further attacks. The Serb forces 
took another high-rise two days 
ago. 


Moldovan 

forces 


destroy 3 
army tanks 
in clashes 


KISHINYOV, Moldova (R) — 
Moldova said its forces destroyed 
three Russian army tanks Satur- 
day in an upsurge of violence in 
■its breakaway Russian-speaking 
Dnestr region. 

’ At least eight people died in 
the latest fighting in the former 
Soviet republic bordering Roma- 
nia, with Moldovan forces and 
mfiitia defending the interests of 
Russian-speakers fighting for 
control of the town of Bendery. 

Radio Russia said thousands of 
people had gathered outside an 
ex-Soviet army base, demanding 
weapons to defend the Dnestr 
Soviet Socialist Republic proc- 
laimed by ethnic Russians 1 and 
Ukrainians. 

A defence ministry statement, 
broadcast on radio, said four 
tanks belonging to the former 
Soviet 14th Army crossed a 
bridge over the Dnestr River 
leading to Bendery, 70 kilometres 
southeast of the Moldovan capit- 
al, Kishinyov. 

“Three tanks were hit by hand- 
held anti-tank grenade launchers 
and caught fire. The fourth tank 
retreated from the battlefield,” 
the statement said. 

Moldova has accused the 14th 
Array of the former Soviet Union 
of siding with the separatists, who 
oppose moves by Moldova's 
ethnic Romanian majority to 
forge closer ties with Bucharest. 

Russia denies the charge- But 
military leaders said they may be 
unable to prevent intervention by 
Slavs massing to defend their 
interests. 


“General Yury Netkachev, 
commander of the 14th Array, 
stated that the army continues to 
observe neutrality, but it is un- 
likely it will be possible to res- 
train those assembled from seiz- 
ing anus equipment,” the radio 
said of tbe demonstration outride 
the base. 

“Many servicemen of the 14th 
Army are getting ready to 
•come to tbe defence of their 
homes.” 

In a separate development, : 
Russia said Friday its forces had 
fired warning shots at Georgian 
units in the disputed enclave of 
South Ossetia but rejected 
charges that it had mounted an 
armoured attack. 


Georgian leader Eduard She- 
vardnadze earlier accused Rus- 
sian Armed Forces of openly 
backing the region's separatists, 
who want to unite with ethnic 
neighbours in Russia. 

Mr. Shevardnadze said in /a 
statement: that three helicopters 
bearing Russian Air Force mark- 
ings attacked villages and Geor- 
gian National Guard positions in 
tbe enclave Thursday, killing and 
wounding several people. 

Russian Vice-President Alex- 
ander Rutskoi told ITAR-TASS 
News Agency that two helicop- 
ters had fired warning shots at 
Georgian tanks to stop them 
shelling Tskhinvali, the enclave's 
capital. 


“The rounds fired by the heli- 
copters landed between 50 to 80 
metres from the tanks and caused 
no damage at all, but forced them 
to stop shelling die town,” TASS 
q&oted Mr. Rutskoi as saying. 

Hundreds of people have been 
killed since early last year in 
fighting between Georgian 
nationalists and Ossetians over 
the mountainous territory. 


U.S. attitude blocking 
more nuclear arms cuts 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Tbe 
march toward a nuclear-free 
world, as typified by the new 
U.S. -Ross' an arms , reduction 
deal, can only reach its goal when 


Washington gives up Its role as a 


Ml 


“super superpower, an arms 
monitoring group said. 

Adam Rotfeld. director of the 
Stockhom International Peace 
Research Institute (SIPR1), said 
massive cuts in nuclear arms 
agreed by the former cold war 
enemies marked important prog- 
ress in disarmament. 


However, Mr. Rotfeld said, 
the United States had foiled to 
agree larger weapons cuts, parti- 
cularly in submarine-launched 
nuclear warheads, because it re- 
mained attached to a cold war 
image as a global military force. 

“The American military estab- 
lishment didn’t change their glob- 
al understanding, Mr. Rotfeld 
said in an interview following 
release of SIpRI’s 1992 Yearbook 
on World Arms and Disarma- 
ment. 

like an amputee who still feels 
a severed Hmb, be said, the Un- 
ited States “does not have an 
enemy ... but they still have the 
pain. The reaction is to some- 
thing that doesn’t exist.”’ 

U.S. President George Bush 
and Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin agreed Tuesday to cut their 
arsenal of strategic nuclear war- 
heads, now numbering about 
10,000 each, to 3,500 and 3,000 
respectively. 

As pan of tbe deal, Washing- 
ton agreed to halve tbe number of 
its nuclear warheads on sub- 
marines to 1,750, while Russia 
agreed to cancel all of its land- 
based multiple-warhead missiles, 
the most deadly portion of its 
nuclear force. 


Mr. Rotfeld said the United 
States needs only about 2,000 
warheads, including a few on 
submarines, to keep as a deter- 
rent against attach. Russia would 
no doubt agree to those levels 
because of its weakness after the 
Soviet collapse, be said. 

He said for Washington to go 
beyond Tuesday’s deal it most 
change its view of itsdf to that of 
a stabilising force working 
through international institu- 
tions, rather than what be called a 
“super superpower,” single- 
handedly bearing vast responsi- 
bility. 


Nevertheless, Mr. Rotfeld 
said, the day could be envisioned 
when nuclear weapons were eli- 
minated. In addition to the 
changes in U.S. thinking, this 
would require a period of domes- 
tic political stability in Russia and 
elsewhere in the world. 


“Before the end of tins cen- 
tury, it is probably not very realis- 
tic, after that it is,” be said of the 
chances for total elimination of 
nudear weapons. 

SIPRI said in its yearbook that 
advances had been made daring 
1991 in controlling the spread of 
nudear arms to other countries, 
but that the threat of prolifera- 
tion was serious. 

It said progress included the 
agreement by U.N. Security 
Council members France and 
China to join a 1968 non- 
profiieration treaty, but doubts 
remained about China’s reliabil- 
ity. 


Furthermore, the potential re- 
mained that the former Soviet 
empire, including Russia itself,' 
could disintegrate further and 
lose control over its - nuclear 
arsenal. It said. 


U.S. appears cool to U.N. 
proposals for standby force 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — A 
proposal by Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali Friday for a U.N. 
military force appears to have run 
into opposition from the United 
States, though Russia shows signs 


of supporting the idea. 

While governments have not 


Whil 

commented officially on the 
proposal, a letter to Dr. Ghali 
from the U.S. State Department 
indicates considerable reserva- 
tions about the permanent stand- 
by force that would be supplied 
by member states. 

The U.N. chiefs proposal was 
one of the highlights of a 52-page 
report on preventive diplomacy, 
peacemaking and peacekeeping 
requested by world leadens at a 
British-organised Security Coun- 
cil summit meeting in January. 

In the report Dr. Ghali draws a 
distinction between peacekeeping 
forces, which the United Nations 
has deployed for decades, usually 
after a ceasefire and with the 
consent of the opposing parties, 
and tbe proposed force to either 
pre-empt or halt a conflict. 

The ready.avatiability of armed 
forces could serve as a means of 
deterring aggression since all 
states would be aware that the 
Security Council “had at its dis- 
posal a means of response,” Dr. 
Ghali wrote. 

“Such units from member 
states would be available on call 
and would consist of troops that 
have volunteered for such ser- 
vice. They would have to be more 
heavily armed than peacekeeping 
forces and would need to undergo 
extensive preparatory training 
within their national forces,” he 
said. 

This is provided for under Arti- 
cle 43 of the U.N. charter, but 


has never been invoked because 
of cold war tensions. It would 
also involve the activation of tbe 
U.N. Military Staff Committee, 
which has also remained virtually 
dormant since the United Nations 
was founded in 1945. 

But Dr. Ghali indicated that 
such a force could not cope with 
major powers with advanced 
weaponry. 


“Forces under Article 43 may 
perhaps never be sufficiently 
large or well enough equipped to 
deal with a threat from a major 
army equipped with sophisticated 
weapons. They would be useful, 
however, in meeting any threat 
posed by a military force of a less 
order,” he wrote. 

Before the report was issued, 
John Bolton, the U.S. assistant 
secretary of state for internation- 
al organisations, cautioned 
against organising military forces 
under Article 43. 

“You are aware of our reserva- 
tions concerning both activation 
of the Military Staff Committee 
and (U.N.) secretariat involve- 
ment in negotiating agreements 
providing the Security Council 
military forces under Article 43 of 
tbe charter,” he said in an unpub- 
lished letter. 


In contrast, a letter from Rus- 
sian Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev said Moscow was con- 
sidering proposals to create 
“rapid-response contingents 
which could be recruited on a 


rial forces of different countries.' 

“It could by itself become an 
important factor of discouraging 
potential aggressions and other 
breakings of peace,” said Mr. 
Kozyrev. 


De Klerk 


rejected 
by angry 
township 
crowd 


BOEPATONG, South Africa (R) 
— South African President F.W. 
De Klerk was chased out of a 
squatter settlement Saturday by 
hundreds of blades accusing him 
of complicity in tbe worst mas- 
sacre of tile post-apartheid re- 
form era. 


Mr. De Klerk, seated in the 
back of a car, looked terrified as 
hundreds of enraged youths 
swarmed around yelling: “Go 
away murderer.” , 

“Shoot, shoot,” the crowd yel- 
led as panic-stricken policemen 
waved automatic rifles in a fruit- 
less attempt to prevent the youths 
from hamm&nng on the <Jopis 
and roof of fee president's Car. 

The tour of this squalid shanty 
down south of Johannesburg was 
expected to be a show of compas- 
sion for families of the 39 men, 
women and chfldreo massacred 
Wednesday night. 



i £ 

Members of the Armenian mflitia set a heavy 


to confront the Azeri attacks on 


Nagonm-Karnbakh 

Rome talks on Karabakh deadlocked 


The visit lasted only 10 minutes 
and Mr. De Klerk's spokesman 
Caspar Venter shook his bead 
before disappearing into the 
crowd. 

Frantic officials screamed 
“We’ve lost him,” we’ve lost 
him.” 

Police opened fire on a crowd 
which chared Mr. De Klerk from 
a squatter camp, killing at least 
one person.. 


Police confirmed one death bnt 
residents of the Boipatong shanty 
town south of Jotunnesbflig said 
there could be more than 10 
kilted or wounded. 

Mr. De. Klerk said the hostile 
protest was not spontaneous. 

“My political opponents will 
say it was a spontaneous reaction. 
I have no doubt it was the oppo- 
site," be told a news conference. 


ROME (R) — International 
peace talks on the ethnic fighting 
between Armenians and Azeris 
over Nagorno-Karabakh were 
deadlocked Saturday, with 
Armenia accusing Turkey of 
blocking the negotiations. 

“Tbe Rome talks are complete- 
ly blocked," said Armenian de- 
legation chief Christian Der 
Stepanian, who accused Ankara 
of bias in favour of Azerbaijan. 

“The Turks are far more active 
than the Azeris. Their attitude is 
completely negative and destruc- 
tive. What we can't understand is 
why a country that is not even 
involved in the conflict is block- 
ing fins talks.” 

The 11-nation talks were set 
back when Azerbaijan refused to 
allow tbe session to discuss a 
major Azeri counter-attack now 
underway in Nagorno-Karabakh, 
saying that only on offensive by 
Armenians last month was on the 
agenda. 

But Armenia charged that Tur- 
key had raised the objection and 
Azerbaijan had only followed 
suit. 

The fighting over Nagorno- 
Karabakh, populated mainly by 
Armenians but placed under 
Azerbaijan's rule in 1923 by the 
old Soviet Union, has cost 2,000 
lives. 

Mr. Der Stepanian hinted that 
Armenia might press for Turkey 
to be excluded from the negotia- 
tions, convened in a bid to save a 
peace conference that had been 
due to open in the Belarussian 
capital Minsk next Tuesday. 

Both Armenia and Azerbaijan 
say they cannot meet the. Jane 23 
date although they want the 
Minsk conference to start as soon 
as possible. 

But Azerbaijan's chief delegate 
Nadir Mekhtiev said in Rome: 
“We could spend all oar lives 
sitting here if things go on like 
this." 

After an earlier threat' by 


Armenia to call for Ankara to be 
excluded, Mr. Mekhtiev said: “If 
Armenia asks for Turkey’s exclu- 
sion, we will demand that France 
should be excluded. The French 
consistenly take Armenia’s side 
and are completely partial.” ' 

Mr. Der Stepanian said the 
only hope of ending the deadlock 
lay in tbe United States putting 
pressure on Turkey. 

Even an agreement worked ont 
last Thursday on calling a cease- 
fire before the end of June 
appeared to be in jeopardy. 


Meanwhile, the Armenian 
majority in Nagorno-Karabakh 
says Russian military help 
allowed Azerbaijan to seize the 
disputed enclave's northern tip in 
a week of fierce fighting. 

Reports that between SO and 
400 Russian tanks, driven by ex- 
Soviet soldiers, cleared the way ‘ 
for the latest Azeri advanced 
were initially viewed sceptically 
in Moscow and abroad. Each side 
has routinely accused the former 
Soviet army of intervening on its 
opponent’s side in the four-year 
conflict. - 

But Marshal Yevgeny Sha- 
poshnikov, leader of the former 
Soviet Union's armed forces, said 
late Friday be did not rale out the 

possJbftty of freelance action by indi- 
vidual tank drivers from tbe ex- 
Soviet Fourth Army stationed in 
the region. 


Russian television quoted him 
as saying he would investigate the 
allegations, which have under- 
mined Russia’s relations with 
both Nagorno-Karabakh Arme- 
nians and Armenia itself. 

“Tbe problem is that we we- 
ren’t prepared to fight the army 
of the Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States,*' Nagorno- 


Karabakh foreign policy chief 
ikhnazj 


Levon Meiik-Shafchnazaryan 
said. “Much of the L'wfe Army 
... is fightin fi w and things are 
going badly." 


Nagorno-Karabakh leaders say 
low casualties in the latest fight- 
ing — instead of wholesale killing 
of civilians — indicates that Rus- 
sian rather than Azeri troops led 
the assault They say tbe tank 
drivers spoke Russian with no 
trace of an Azeri accent. 

“Azeris would have slaught- 
ered entire villages,'’ said one 
official from the Nagorno- 
Karabakh Security Service, 
formerly the local arm of the 
KGB. 

Azerbaijan has opted out of 
military alliances in the Common- 
wealth of Independent States 
(CIS) since the Soviet Union 
collapsed last year. But Russia, 
which has taken over most of the 
former Soviet army, last month 
signed a collective security pact 
wife several former Soviet repub- 
lics, including Armenia, obliging 
it to protect Armenia from 
attack. 

Armenian President Levon 
Ter-Fetrqsyan reminded Moscow 
Friday night of its obligation to 
defend Armenia. A state of 
emergency has been imposed on 
two southern Armenian districts. 

Parliament ordered a three- 
month retraining period for all 
men who have completed military 
service. Armenia's nationalist 
Dashnak opposition party has 
signed up about 3,000 volunteers 
to join the fight against Azerbai- 
jan, the television said. 

Mr. Mefik-Shakhnazaryan said 
Moscow’s main aim was to keep 
oil-rich Azerbaijan, now rated by 
the nationalist Popular Front 
which opposes Commonwealth 
memberstup^from turning to- 
wards Turkey. 

“In any event, Azerbaijan is 
going to turn its back on Russia 
and its face towards Turkey,” 
Mr. Metik-Shakhnazaryan said. 

“At the same time, Russia is 
losing the trust of a friendly na- 
tion, Armenia. And that will be 
hard to win back.” 


EC: Czechoslovakia will regret split 


LUXEMBOURG (R) -Tbe EC 
leadership warned Czechoslova- 
kia’s politicians Saturday that 
they would regret the decision to 
split the 74-year-old country into 
two independent states. 

Portuguese Foreign Minister 
Joao De Dens Pinheiro, whose 
country holds the European 
Community’s rotating presiden- 
cy, described .the announcement 
early Saturday as “very bad 
news.” 

“I think they’ll regret it,” Mr. 
Dens Pinheiro told reporters as 
he arrived for a meeting of fore- 
ign ministers to prepare for an 
EC summit in Lisbon next week. 


Tbe agreement to split 
Czechoslovakia was read to re- 
porters in Bratislava by Vladimir 
Medar, leader of the Movement 
For Democratic Slovakia 
(HZDS) — the strongest party in 
the country's eastern region. 


It was countersigned by Czech 
Prime Munster-Designate Vaclav 
Klaus, whose Civic Democratic 
Party (ODS) won this month’s 
elections in the western Czech 
Republic. 


Frans Andriessen, the EC's ex- 
ternal relations commissioner, 
described the decision as bad 
news and said it would obviously 


.force the .Community to review 
the legal basis of a so-called 
association agreement signed late 
last year. 

The agreement, like identical 
pacts signed with Hungary and 
Poland, provides preferential 
trade terms for Czechoslovakia 
and limited political consultation 
between Prague and the EC 
states. 

Mr. Andriessen said he recog- 
nised that the likely problems 
with the association agreement 
were not tbe worst facing 
Czechoslovakia now. 


“Tbe real problem is how they 
will survive,” he said. 


Bush woos conservative California voters 


NEWPORT BEACH, California 
(Agencies) — President George 
Bush is aggressively wooing con- 
servative voters in California, the 
nation’s most populous state and 
a place where the president trials 
Texas billionaire Ross Perot in 
opinion polls. 

Bush flew to California after 
what be called a “really historic” 
summit with Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin. He doffed his jack- 
et after touring the Evergree n 03 
Recycling Company in Newark, 
California, and fielded questions 
for a half-hour from 350 em- 
ployees and their families. 

Bnt no one asked about the 
summit or tbe reduced threat of 
nudear annihilation. 

. They wanted to know what Mr. 
Bush planned to do to help check 
soaring medical costs, improve 
schools struggling wife budget 
cuts, safeguard fee environment 
and get die sputtering economy 
moving a gain . 

Outside fee plant, hundreds of 
demonstrators canted signs de- 
nouncing Mr. Bosh as “fee ex- 
tinction president” and “ fee en- 
vironmental wimp.” 

1 Mr. Bush defended his record 
and his refusal to sign die biodiv- 
ersity treaty last week at the 
Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. 

“If you’re asking me to choose 
between throwing 30,000 or 
15,000 families out of work or the 
(spotted) owl,” My. Bosh said he 
will lean toward fee former. 

Someone asked Mr. Bush why 
voters were deserting him “for 


somebody like Ross Perot? 
You’ve spent your whole life in 
the public service and he hasn’t.” 

Mr. Bush hastened to point out 
that he spent half his life in tbe 
private sector. 

T wear the business as a badge 
of honour,” be said. 

One woman asked Mr. Bush 
why he didn't call-in questions on 
television “like Bill Clinton and 
Ross Perot ... why don’t you do 
this more?” 

“Well, I’ve been doing it, ever 
since Pve been in politics,” Mr. 
Bush told her. “We had a thing 
called ‘ask George Bush’ when 
these other guys hadn’t even 
started on this kind of an event.” 

Bnt he said he didn’t want to 
tran tbe White House “into a 
call-in show {dace.” 

Mr. Perot, who has not official- 
ly announced his independent 
candidacy, also visited California 
Thursday. He was in Sacramento, 
the state capita), to drop off 
petitions wife a milli on signatures 
— more than seven times tbe 
necessary number — to get his 
name on tbe ballot. 

He also held a rally that drew 
5,000 supporters, many of them 
dis s a tisfi ed Republicans who see 
Mr. Bush as a bnsiness-as-usual 
insider and Mr. Perot as fee agent 
of change. 

Although Mr. Bush got 62 per 
cent of fee Republican vote in 
Orange County in the Jone-Jr 
party primary, an exit poQ for the 
Orange County Register found 
that voters would prefer Mr. 
Perot over Mr. Bush in Novem- 


ber by a margin of 41 per emit to 
27 per cent Likely Democratic 
nominee- Bill Clinton got 13 per 
cent. Orange County is a key 
Republican Party stronghold in 
California. 

Tbe polls show Mr. Bush’s 
support slipping. In April, Mr. 
Perot and Mr. Bush were in a 
statistical dead beat in Orange 
County. 

Meanwhile Jesse Jackson, in- 
sulted because Mr. Clinton up- 
staged him with a Mast at a black 
rap singer last week, hinted, 
Wednesday that he may not back 
Mr. Clinton for president and 
revealed be would court Mr. 
Perot to support a jobs scheme. 

The black activist was seething 
'feat Mr. Clinton used a Jackson- 
sponsored forum to attack rapper 
Sister Soaljah for suggesting 
blades kill whites. 

“I know feat we reached out to 
him to build a bridge,” Rev. 
Jackson told FOX-TV Morning 
News. “He pushed off from us to 
make a point that he's strong., 
And it's very difficult to embrace 
people while they’re pushin g you 
off.” 

Separately Wednesday, New 
York Governor Mario Cuomo 
urged Mr. Clinton, Rev. Jackson 
and Souljah to at down and iron 
out their differences for the sake 
of the Democratic Party. 

JRev. Jackson, who had hinted 
before fee Saturday incident feat 
be would tike to be Mr. Clinton’s 
vice-presidential running mate,' 
said he would meet with likely 
independent presidential candi- 


date Perot to court support for a 
$500 billion project to put unem- 
ployed Americans back to work. 
Bat there was no hint in the 
interview that Rev. Jackson 
would support Mr. Perot. 

Mr. CKnton Wednesday called 
the Bush administration a bastion 
of fee nation's “economic elite” 
who have no right to lecture 
Americans on morality. 

Mr. Gtinton, in an address to 
America's largest public em- 
ployees union, struck back at 
Vice President Dan Quayle’s 
charges that be, New York Gov- 
ernor Mario Cuomo and other 
Democratic leaders are part of a 
“cultural elite” feat denigrates 
traditional family values. 

“The Bush administration and 
the v ice president re p resent an 
economic elite of the county,” 
Mr. Clin ton said, “the people' 
who made more in the *805 by 
doing less and paid less taxes and 
are now giving lectures to fee 
people who worked hairier for 

less money and paid more taxes.” 

Mr. Clinton zeroed in on Mr. 
Quayle for a personal attack. 

*Tve read a book or two in my 
life and maybe H«t qualifies me 
(for the cultural elite),” Mr. din- 

ton told a crowd of about 5,000 at 

the National Convention of the 
American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Em- 
ployees. 

“But when Dan Quayle and I 
were kids, he was fee son of a 
publishing magnate and I lived 

part of my life in a bouse without 

indoor plumbing.” .1 
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‘Premarital p 

cohabitation linked ; 
to more divorce’ * 


LONDON (R) — Couples who 
five together before marriage are 
60 per cent more likely to haw; 
divorced after eight years of mar- 
riage than those who do not, 
according to a new British survey. . 
The report, by fee Office of 
Population Censuses and Sur- 
veys, said similar trends had been 
found in Canada, the United 
States, and Sweden. Premarital 
cohabitation grew from a few per 
cent in the mid-1960s to over 50 
per cent of couples in fee: lafe 
1960s. Survey authors say tire, 
result does not establish a causal 
link between premarital cohabita- 
tion and divorce. Some reseat- ■ 
chcrs believe that premarital 
cohabifion reflects a weaker com- 
mitment to marriage resulting fa 
higher rates of marital break- 
down. They also think feat coha- 
bitation attracts those who are 
more unconventional in their be- 
liefs and lifestyles — characteris- 
tics which tend to. be held by 
those who are more likely to 
consider and seek divorce. 
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Japanese studies 
‘anti-AIDS vims’ 
herb 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese drug- 
maker Eisai and Oil Company 
Tooen Carp, are researching a 
herb which may curb the spread 
of the HIV virus, an Eisai official 
said. Laboratory tests on isolated 
Human cells have shown that the 
substance can prevent the spread 
of the human immunodeficiency 
virus (HIV) among live cells, 
although it cannot kill it, he 
added. The virus leads to AIDS 
(acquired immune deficiency syn- 
drome). The substance is derived 
from fee stem of fee Merremia 
Mammosa plant, the official roki 
Reuters. He said Eisai and Tonen 
were carrying out basic research 
and laboratory tests on the subst- 
ance but at the moment had no 
plans for developing it into a 
commercial drug to treat AIDS. 
“It’s just one of our numerous 
research projects. Neither Eisai 
nor Tonen are carrying out the 
research in order to make and sell 
an anti-AIDS product, ” the Etsai 
affipal said.. He said Merremia 
h^pnmosa was used in Indonesia 
■bq$b as a- herbal medicine ■ — to 
treat diabetes, tuberculosis, 
dysentery and some types of 
venereal, diseases — and, in some 
parts of tbe country, as food. 
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Hollywood wants 
Charlea-Di marital 
story— writer 


LONDON (R) — The writer of a 
controversial book which charges 
that Princess Diana staged suicide 
attempts because of an unhappy 
marriage Co Prince Charles said 
he had been approached fry Hol- 
lywood. Andrew Morton, whose 
book Diana: Her True Story has 
caused a sensation in Britain, said 
he had been contacted by an 
im na med Hollywood company to 


ft; 


be executive producer of a televi- 
sion mini-series- of Ins book. “I 
shall have to think very carefully 
about that,” Morton, who was 
celebrating the publication of his 
book this week in his hometown 
of Leeds in northern England, 
told the YorRshire Evening Post 
newspaper. A spokesman for. his 
publishers Michael O’tnara books 
said: “a Hollywood company has 
made an offer for the mini-series 
rights, and we are considering it.” 
Morton’s agreement was needed 
for the project, which would 
dramatise the alleged rifts in the 
marri ageof tire heir to the British 
throne and his younger wife fee 
Princess of Wales. The rela- 
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tioasfnp between the royal cflhple 
i for televi- 


has been dramatised 

sion once before, in a film called 
Tbe Royal Romance of Charles 
And Diana, made in 1982 by fee 
American network CBS. A two- 
hour ABC-TV special Charles 
And Diana, A Royal Love Story 
recreated the 1981 wddding. 
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Britain moves on 
homosexuality In 
armed forces 


LONDON (R) — Homosexuality 
m Britain’s armed forces would 
cease to be a criminal of fe nce 
™der plans announced by tire 
government. Defence Procnre- 
ment Minister of State Jonathan 
Ait ken told par liament the gov- 
ernment would introduce legists- 
ti°n so that homosexuals would 
do longer be liable to prosecution 
prate r military law and at risk of a. 
™dnal record. “It is now the. 
vj*w of the government -, feat 
such cri min al proceedings «hfmld 
do longer be brought,” be said, 
adding: “This is a sensible urea* 
8Ure decriminafisation whose' 
purpose is to tidy up fee fef&sr-. 
f 00 ®, between mffitmy-iuid efetf 
?* r * ^ ban would stay-in force 
for the time being and- any ptf:. 
stinnel found takinp "part in 
homosexual activity should ^ex-‘- 
P®? to be dismissed, he qu id- .“ 
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